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PREFACE 

Cablyle's indictment of England has been amply 
justified by the events of recent years. We invari- 
ably fail to foresee danger, or to recognize disaster, 
until the catastrophe actually bursts upon us. 

We are» as a rule, deaf to all warnings ; and we 
are apt to denounce those who try to r6use us from 
our ** fool's paradise,'' as " croakers," " scare- 
mongers," ** jingoes," ** yelping curs, who foul their 
own kennels," or other choice epithets. Three great 
dangers which menace our very existence as a nation 
have found us absolutely unprepared. These are :— » 

The Military war with Germany. 

The Trade war with Germany. 

The Socialist war at home. 

In the Military war we have so £ar barely managed 
to pull through, escaping ** with the skin of the teeth," 
after pajring dearly in blood and treasure for our 
unprepared ccmdition. 

The Trade war has been temporarily suspended by 
the pressure of the Military war. 

The Socialist war, although it has somewhat 
slack^ied since the war b^;an, is still vigorously 
prosecuted. 

A note of warning in an open letter addressed to 
the Clergy of the National Church by the late Dr. 

7 
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8 THE CURSE OF SOCIALISM 

Tremlett, describes so clearly the extent to which 
the Socialist war has been carried on, that I am 
tempted to quote from it the following : — 

*' It is unquestionable that an extensive intrigue 
is working, partly in secret and part openly, to 
abolish the Monarchy y the House of Lords, the Estab- 
lished Church — ^in short, all semblance of religion of 
any kind — ^and proclaim a Republic, with the trans- 
fer of all pubUc and private land, property and 
Capital, whether industrial or invested, to the State, 
for the Community, which means the Proletariat, 
That this is a fundamental principle of Socialism, 
by whatever name disguised, we have only to refer 
to the works of Marx, Rebel, Owen, Louis Rlanc, 
Rax, Hyndman, John Rums in the Quarterly Review^ 
and other writers past and present, to see that all 
mean one and the same thing more or less. And it 
should be remembered th^t to effect this a simple 
vote of the House of Commons — ^the people*s Chamber- 
is all that is required ; as it has been in the case of the 
dethronement of the House of Lords, the Home Rule 
separation of the hitherto United Kingdom, the 
disestablishment of the Welsh Church and the seizure 
of its property. The attempt to realize such a con- 
dition— ex-President Roosevelt, one of the most intelli- 
gent and profound of living thinkers on the subject 
(himself a Republican bom, and brought up under 
a Republican influence), reminds us, would neceS" 
sarily be accompanied by corruption so gross that the 
blackest spot of corruption in any existing form of 
Grovemment would seem bright by comparison/* . . . 

And what but this means the present Socialist 
propagandii which specially invites your attention 
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PREFACE 9 

and judgment? What eUe mean the £800,000 the 
leaders and promoters are spending annually on pro- 
paganda ? What else the 2,000 meetings they are 
holding WEEKLY all over the Kingdom ; the Daily 
and seven Weekly and forty Monthly journals they 
are spreading broadcast among the Proletariat voters, 
and the Committees they are forming in eVery town ? . 
One Socialist organization alone, the I.L.P., has estab- 
lished ^^nine hundred branches, and more than fifty 
confederations of branches. . . ." And yet with all 
this Mr. Hyndman, the most prominent and brilliant 
writer of the Socialist party, tells us in a late number 
of the EaspresSf that although SociaUsm is making good 
progress in this country, " yet it is as far behind the 
Socialism of the civilized countries of the world as 
England is in every other department of human 
knowledge and effort." 

It will doubtless be interesting to see what Mr. 
Hyndman's lauded Socialism of the other civilized 
countries of the world has, with the aid of bornbs^ 
daggers, and reoohers, achieved. . . . 

Banished from France for his Socialism in 184^ 
Louis Blanc came to England to complete his great 
work, The History of the French Revolution, which 
practically converted the Socialism of Marx, Bebel 
and others into that of the French Revolution of 
1848, which has spread through Europe with terrible 
consequences, e.g. : — 

1. The assassination of the Czar of Russia. 

2. ., „ „ General Trepoff, and three 

other Governors of Pro- 
vinces, 
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10 THE CURSE OF SOCIALISM 

8. The assassination of Prince Kropotkin» Gover- 
nor of Charkofl. 

4. „ „ „ President Camot at Lyons. 

5. ,, ,, ,, the King of Italy at Mouza. 

6. „ „ „ the Empress of Austria on 

Lake Geneva. 

7. „ „ „ the King and Crown Prince 

of Portugal. 

8. „ „ „ the President of the United 

States. 

9. Attempted assassination of Eang Edward VII at 

Brussels. 

10. y, ,y ,, the King and Queen 

of Spain on their 
wedding day, 

when twenty- 
three people were 
killed, and ninety- 
nine wounded, in 
order to compass 
the death of one 
King. 

11. The assassination of Senor Canalego, Prime Min- 

ister of Spain. 

12. „ „ „ Sefior Camova, Prime Min- 

ister of Spam. 
18. „ „ „ the Shah of Persia. 

14. „ „ „ the King and Queen of 

Servia. 

15. „ ., „ the President of San Sal- 

vador, 1918. 
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PREFACE 11 

16. The assassination of the King of Greece, 1918. 

Asked by the police on 
his arrest, '* Why he had 
done this," the assassin 
replied, " I will only 
answer before the Courts. 
I don't care at all about 
the ccMisequences of my 
act, I AM A Socialist. 
We Socialists utterly 
disregard the life of 
kmgs." 

17. Fifth atten^pted assassination of the King of 

Spain, April 18, 1918, 
A leading Socialist went out to India for a holiday, 
preached Socialism to the natives, and we have to 
record : — 

18. The assassination of an official of the Civil Ser- 

vice. 

19. „ „ „ Sir W. Wylie, an Indian 

official of law and order. 
20* „ „ „ The Parsee physician who 

tried to protect him. 
21^ The attempted assassination of Lord Hardinge, 
the Viceroy, at Delhi. ... 

But it would not fully represent the nature of the 
cult to suppose that its action is confined to crowned 
heads and representatives of the higher order of 
Society. Chicago and Milwaukee are examples in 
America of the indiscriminate slaughter by bombs 
thrown among all, soldiers and citizens alike, who 
interfered with Socialist projects. We have ex- 
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12 THE CURSE OF SOCULISM 

amples nearer home, in the killing of two sergeants 
al police and a constable, and the wounding of two 
others at Sydney Street, two years ago, by foreign 
Socialists, invited and sheltered by their comrades 
here ; and also by the attack on the cashier of Messrs. 
Schanemans' factory at Tottenham by two Russian 
Socialists, Hefeldt and Lepidus, who killed two and 
wounded seventeen people in attempting to accom- 
plish their purpose. 

No ; we have not yet arrived at this advanced 
Socialism from which "the civilized nations of the 
world are suffering so intensely at the present time ; 
but which Mr. Hyndman and other Socialist leaders 
admire and commend " {An Open Letter to the Clergy 
of the National Church, by the Rev. F. W. Tremlett, 
D.C.L., D.D.). 

The people of the United States appear to be 
awakening to the evils and dangers of Socialism. An 
American has written : — 

" Before the war, Socialism was growing rapidly 
in the United States. America, however, had 
scarcely been in the conflict four weeks before 
leading Socialists began to announce that they 
were leaving their party ; and now the desertions 
have taken the proportions of a rout, so far as the 
intellectual chiefs of the party are concerned. . . . 
Socialism, as Americans are discovering, is not 
the same as democracy. It is an autocratic form 
of government. It worships State control, State 
monopolies. State leadership. It wants to stan- 
dardize, and eliminate individual effort and per- 
sonal leadership ; it desires to do things by rule ; 
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PREFACE 18 

while free creative effort, which is an essential 
basis of democracy, is abhorrent to Socialism. 
. . . Americans remembe)* that modem Social^ 
ism was made in Germany. They are fmding, 
too, that the German SociaUsts have never made 
serious efforts to fight the spirit of absolutism in 
Germany ; instead there has been a long series of 
compromises under which absolutism has become 
more powerful " {Daily ExpresSy August 10, 1917). 

It remains to be seen whether the ghastly ruin which 
Germany — ^using Socialism as a tool — ^has brought 
upon Russia, will open the eyes of the British pubUc 
to the danger of toying with SociaUsm ; but it seems 
to be doubtful. The horrors that have been enacted 
in the past, whenever Socialism has been adopted 
on a large scale, bear a strong resemblance to the 
scenes of bloodshed, anarchy, and universal ruin 
that now prevail throughout Russia, and as the 
striking lessons of the past have failed to bring wis- 
dom in their train, it is scarcely probable that this 
latest failure of Socialism wiU produce any effect. 

GUILFORD L. MOLES WORTH. 

The Manor House, 
Bexley, Kent, 
March, 1918. 
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SOCIAL KULTUR MADE IN 
GERMANY 

Bbitish Trade Unions have been captured, and 
Trade Unionists infected, by a poisonous, (rerman- 
made Socialism, even more pernicious than any 
of the earlier forms of Socialism of the nineteenth 
century, baneful though they have been. The 
unscientific and impractical Socialism of Karl Marx 
is the logical outcome of (Jerman Kultur, or the 
foul cult of the " divine right of Force^** taught for 
the past forty or fifty years in German schools of 
philosophy, and expounded by Max Stimer, who 
held up to scorn everything which hitherto had been 
held sacred in reUgion, morality and justice by all 
civilized nations. 

The mischief wrought by it is incalculable. The 
following is a brief sununary of some of the evil 
effects of SociaUsm : — 

1. It has degraded the character of the British 
workman. 

2. It has reduced him to a state of practical slavery. 
8. It has been a fruitful source of unemployment 

and pauperism. 

4. It has caused strikes that have ruined the 
country. 
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16 THE CURSE OF SOCIALISM 

5. It has waged internecine war between capital 
and labour. 

6. It has driven capital to foreign countries. 

7. It has ruined agriculture. 

8. It has furnished Germany with the sinews of war. 

9. It has caused the deaths of thousands of men 
at the Front, prolonged the war, and increased its 
cost. 

10. It is based on unsound principles and false 
assumptions. 

11. It has been tned over and over again, and has 
invariably failed. 

12. It has led to the spiritual decay of the nation. 
18. It instils into the minds of the rising generation 

class-hatred and Atheism. 

tJnfortimately, many estimable persons, with the 
best intentions, but with a lamentable lack of com- 
mon sense, have encouraged this mischievous move- 
mf/at by posing as ^' Christian '' Socialists. 

It is proposed to deal in detail with the foregoing 
points in the following pages. 
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DEGRADATION 

Formerly the British workman, who took a pride 
and pleasure in his work, was the glory and the 
strength of the nation ; but he has become discon- 
tented ; he has acquired a distaste for honest work ; 
he has deteriorated and become slipshod and in- 
efficient imder the influence of Socialism, which has 
reduced the workman to the dead level of medio- 
crity, deprived him of all incentive to work, and 
reduced the output of his labour to about a third of 
a fair day's work. So-called labour leaders have 
advised the workers that "it is to their interest to 
get as much money and to do as little work for it as 
possible." Such advice is simply suicidal in these 
days of keen foreign competition. Apprentice- 
ship, discouraged by Socialism, is fast dying out, 
and a large portion of our population is brought » 
up without definite training for future employment, 
useless for industrial purposes, and forming a recruit- 
ing ground for those already too large classes, the 
unemployed, the loafer, the hpoligan, the habitual 
pauper, and the criminal. 

It must be distinctly understood that these stric- 
tures are inapplicable to Free Workers, who form 
the very great majority of British labour, and still 
maintain its former glorious traditions ; but they 
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18 THE CURSE OP SOCIALISM 

apply to those who have subjected themselves to 
the tyranny of Socialist Trade Unionism. 

The following is the verdict of one who was for- 
merly a prominent and energetic Trade Unionist 
and a salaried official of a Trade Union : — 

^^ Modem Trade Uni<mism is an accursed thing — 
a greater enemy to this country than any foreign 
power, a greater enemy to you and me than the 
bitterest individual enemy of ours " {The Apostle 
of Free Labour). \ 
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SLAVERY 

" OvEE and over again we have heard of bodies 
of men leaving their work at the dictation of 
gangs of low ruffians, and protesting all the time 
that they had no fault to fmd with their employers 
or their wages, and that they wished to continue 
their work. . . . They are no longer men ; they 
are slaves to agitators, unions, federations, and 
all the rest of the evil brood '* {Industry and Pro- 
prrty, Brooks, p. 146). 
The attitude of the British worker towards i^s own 

labour is suicidal : — 

He Ustens to the blandishments of Socialist agita- 
tors who only want to make a living out of him. 
He allows a minority of interested men to tyrannize 

over his Trade Unions. 
He goes out on strike and lets his wife and children 

suffer at the bidding of his own paid officials. 
He believes in protection for labour, but not for 

the products of labour. 
He makes the mistake of thinking that he can 

make the poor richer by making the rich poorer. 
Herbert Spencer, the sympathetic defender of the 

labouring classes, in his work The Coming Slavery , has 

declared that 

"All Socialism involves Slavery." 
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20 THE CtRSfi OP SOCIALISM 

The liberty of the Socialist is license to rob, oppress 
and enslave others. No one but an enthusiast 
devoid of common sense could expect any other 
result than disaster from a system that violates all 
rights of property, that deprives men of all incite- 
ment to labour, and involves the absolute negation 
of individual Uberty. Herbert Spencer, taking the 
simple case of Trade Unions as illustrating one 
form of Socialist slavery, wrote : — 

" A member of a Trade Union has joined others 
in establishing an organization of a purely repre- 
sentative character. By it he is compelled to 
strike if a majority so decide ; he is forbidden to 
accept work save under the conditions they dic- 
tate ; he is prevented from profiting by his superior 
ability or energy to the extent he might do were 
it not for their interdict. He cannot disobey 
without abandoning those pecuniary benefits of 
the organization for which he has subscribed, and 
bringing on himself the persecution, and perhaps 
violence of his fellows. Is he any the less coerced 
because the body coercing him is one which he 
had an equal voice with the rest in forming ? . . . 
If men use their liberty in such a way as to sur- 
render their liberty, are they thereafter any the 
less slaves ? • . ." (The Man versus the StaiCy 
p. 17). 

In many cases the slavery is by no means volun- 
tary. Men are driven to join the Unions by intimi- 
dation, terrorism or coercion, by social ostracism, 
by the dread of being denounced as a " scab " or 
a *' blackleg " by their fellows, and also faced by 
the alternative of unemployment, or of joining the 
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SLAVERY 21 

Union. Trade Unions would be a positive blessing 
if confined to their legitimate functions of defending 
their members from injustice, and expending their 
funds in unemployment, sick and funeral benefits, 
etc. ; but infiuenced by Socialism they have become 
an absolute curse to the British workmen. They 
are aggressive, narrow and selfish in their aims, and 
partial in their action. They exercise a tyranny 
over the workers far more galling and despotic thaxi 
is possible under any employer. The slave-drivers, 
or so-called " labour '* leaders, are in no way repre- 
sentative of the true British workmen. They do 
not want to labour, but to live on the labour of 
others. They are, as a rule, highly-paid professional 
iagitators who fatten on class discord and industrial 
unrest, and are callous to the suffering entailed 
on the workers and the poor by their acts. 

** These agitators," said a Board of Trade 
official yesterday, " loathe peace. Their hungry 
eyes see the schedule for ' star ' speakers at five, 
ten and fifteen guineas a meeting, and they seek* 
an outlet quickly for their indignation at the 
hardships of the workers. Scores of these leaders 
of men who have engineered strikes, whether the 
men lose or win, have retired from the scene in 
late years in a state of affluence, while many 
have purchased businesses or gone to preferment 
where the bitter cry of the workers does not pene- 
trate. Of all the safe means of closing his career 
prosperously, as the world counts it, the ladder 
of agitation is amongst the safest " {Standard, 
January 28, 1912). 
The prizes for successful agitation vary from £400 
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9i THE CURSE OF SOCIALISM 

a year as Members of Parliament, to £4,000 or 
£5,000 a year as Cabinet Minister. ^^ Honest John 
Butns " (although he had previously declared that 
no one was worth more than £800 or £400 a year) 
accepted the salary of a Cabinet Minister — ^a prize 
he had gained by his successful organization of the 
great Dock Strikes which had proved to be disas- 
trous to the workers and ruinous to the country ; 
and there are now several equally successful agita- 
tors, who are enjoying huge salaries in posts under 
the Government. 

Trade Unionists are but a fraction — ^between a 
fourth and a fifth of the labour of the United King- 
dom as a whole — ^but yet they tyrannize over the 
non-Unionists or free-labour majority, unjustly 
deipriving them of their right to work, and refusing 
to work with them. It is very common to fmd in 
workshops the notice " Non-Unionists need not 
apply." The iniquitous " Trades Disputes Act ** 
(which the late Lord Ch^icellor denounced as **a 
Bill for legalizing tyranny, and a serious blow against 
the spirit of liberty wUch has reigned throughout 
our law ") has placed Trade Union leaders above 
the law, and enabled them to intimidate or " peace- 
fully picket ** the free labour majority if they insist 
on their right to work. The power thus conceded 
is freely exercised by the subordinate officials ; and 
a Jack-in-office or " walking delegate " or " shop 
steward *' may swagger into a workshop and inso- 
lently demand from the workmen an inspection of 
their cards, or threaten them with fines if they 
exceed the scanty Trade Unidh limit of wcwrk, or may 
order them to " down tools." 
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SLAVERY 28 

" When at length the arbitrary actions of the 

walking delegate become unbearable, and the 

employer forbids him the premises, then the men 

are called off and the job is pronounced ' black/ 

and any man who has the temerity to go to work 

on such a job does it at the risk of his life " (Why 

Trade Union Labour Fails, by Alfred Morton^ 

for thirty-two years a Trade Unionist, p. 8). 

'' Trade Unionists are often required to fill in printed 

forms with the name of the shop, particulars of 

work in which they are engaged, where they have 

previously worked, what wages they received, and 

other data of an inquisitorial character, to enable the 

labour leaders to have a complete control over them. 

The slaves have to pay tribute to the slave-drivers 

to the amount of nearly £800,000 a year, paid by 

Trade Unionists to Trade Union funds. 

Napoleon has left the following picture of the 
manner in which freedom was devoured by democracy 
during the -first French Revolution : — 

" Liberty has never existed since it was pro- 
claimed. . . . Never have the people, even under 
Louis XI or Cardinal Richelieu, or the most des- 
potic states, had less liberty than during the whole 
period which has elapsed since the first revolution 
broke out " {Alison^s Essays^ vol. i, p. 115). 
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TAXATION AND PAUPERISM 

Bastiat^ the French Economist^ thus discriminates 
between the good and bad economist : — 

" Between a good and a bad economist this 
constitutes the whole difference — ^the one takes 
account of the visible effect ; the other takes 
account both of the effects which are seen^ and 
also of those which it is necessary to foresee. Now 
this difference is enormous^ for it aknost always 
happens that when the immediate consequence 
is favourable, the ultimate consequences are fatal, 
and the converse. Hence it follows that the bad 
economist pursues a small present good, w:hich 
will be followed by a great evil to come ; while the 
true economist pursues a great good to come, 
at the risk of a small present evil'* {Essays on 
Political Economy, F. Bastiat, p. 48). 
It seldom occurs to the Socialist legislator to look 
beneath the surface or beyond the superficial aspect 
of any measure. So great an authority as Pro- 
fessor Foxwell has rightly said : — 

" The incidence of taxation is one of the most 
difficult problems of political economy." 
Sidgwick, perhaps the most eminent modem econo- 
mist, has pointed out that — 

" We can only partially succeed in making the 
burden either of direct or indirect taxes fall where 
we desire ; the burden is liable to be transferred 
to other persons when it is intended to remain 

24 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TAXATION AND PAUPERISM 25 

where it is first imposed " {Principles of Political 

Economy, H. Sidgwiek, p. 567). 

This frustrates the great Socialist aim ** to make 
the poor richer by making the rich poorer.** But 
Socialists " rush in where angels fear to tread.*' 
It is a common saying of Socialist workers, " Pile 
it on the rates and taxes ; it doesn't affect us '* ; but 
it does affect them vitally. Lecky said : — 

" No truth of political economy is more certain 

than that a heavy taxation of capital, which 

starves industry and employment, will fall most 

severely on the poor ** {Democracy and Liberty, 

vol. i, p. 287). 

More than thirty years before the outbreak of the 
great war Herbert Spencer prophesied that pauper- 
ism and unemployment which have actually prevailed 
in the pre-war years from this cause. He pointed 
out how the enormous and ever-increasing rates and 
taxes, whether local or Imperial, falling chiefly on 
the employers of labour, must necessarily be met 
from the industries of those employers, and eventu- 
ally by the working men themselves, either in 
decreased wages, or in shortage of emplo3rment. 
Since that time, until the outbreak of the war in 
1914, local taxation had nearly trebled — Imperial 
taxation had increased d| times, and was £20,000,000 
in excess pf the maximum taxation caused by the 
Boer War. This increase has been due to reckless 
taxation of the most useless and mischievous char- 
acter, not for the benefit of the people, but for the 
purpose of gaining the Socialist votes. At the same 
time the very foundations of our national defence 
were being sapped by the short-sighted poUcy of 
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26 THE CXJRSE OF SOCIALISM 

military and naval retrwichment. The volunteer 
forces, several battalions of infantry, and batteries of 
artillery were discarded ; the miUtia, the great 
source of recruiting, was wiped out ; and experi- 
enced munition hands were dismissed from Wool- 
wich Arsenal, and eagerly snapped up by Germany ; 
coastguard stations were broken up and sold ; and 
during the three years 1906-8 there had been a 
total reduction of naval expenditure amounting to 
nearly £19,000,000. 

Shortly before the war the pubUc awoke to the 
fact that a largely increased taxation would be 
needed to restore, to some extent, the naticmal 
defences to that state of efficiency from which they 
had been allowed to lapse. It also became aware 
of the connection between taxation and pauperism. 
Mr. Grordon Harvey, the member for Rochdale, 
declared r — 

"The slackening of trade to-day, the growth 
of short time and stinted wages, are largely due 
to the financial stringency of the moment which 
is largely brought about by the wicked extrava- 
gance of Grovemments.** 

It would have been well if the member for Roch- 
dale had discovered this fact at an earlier period ; 
for he and his fellow Radical members had been 
mainly responsible for that " wicked extravagance ** 
from which the country has suffered. Professor 
Shield Nicholson, in a very able address to the British 
Association in 1894, attributed the decay of the 
nation to excessive taxation. He said : — 

** By excessive taxation Rome ruined^her pro- 
vinces and shattered her Empire ; France"^accumu- 
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lltted the miseries that broke into the great Revo- 
lution ; Turkey laid waste the most fertile regions 
of the earth. At this moment Italy is smoulder- 
ing with discontent, and even the vigorous colonies 
of Australia feel their progress checked through 
the inunoderate expenditure of the State. . . . 
Stripped of all this disguise the very object of 
Socialism is to impose taxes beyond the limit 
ever atten^ted by the rapacity and audacity of 
Governments." 
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For many years before the outbreak of the war Ger- 
many had been actively fomentmg strikes in those 
countries which she was preparing to invade, and had 
utilized Socialists as tools to attain this end. J^ the 
International Socialist Congress of Amsterdam and 
elsewhere on the Continent strenuous efforts were 
made by Mr. Keir Hardie, in conjunction with his 
German Socialist comrade, Herr Bebel, to organize an 
international strike for the avowed purpose of over- 
throwing all social rule and order; for ruining the 
employer of labour and robbing him of his property. 
When Germany declared war with Russia, and the 
German Embassy at Petrograd was raided by a mob, 
documents were found which proved that strikes had, 
for many years previously, been systematically or- 
ganized through secret German agents and money 
supplied from the German Embassy. During the 
past thirty or forty years the numerous strikes that 
have paralysed trade and industry in England, raised 
prices, and inflicted untold distress and misery on the 
workers and the poor, have scarcely ever been based 
on any trade grievance of the workers. They have 
been chiefly brought on either by some demand cal- 
culated to increase the power of Trade Unions, or 
by the desire to overturn all social rule and order, or 

28 
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to favour the Socialist aim of reducing the idler, the 
skulker, the useless, and the good workman to one 
dead level of inefficiency, and to limit the output of 
work. In the South Metropolitan Gas Strike of 
1889, men were forced to strike, not because they had 
a grievance of any kind, but because the Gas Company 
had adopted a beneficial scheme of co-partnership 
which gave the workers a share in the profits of the 
concern ; and although the Strike Committee of the Gas 
Workers' Union admitted that " they had no objecr 
tion to the bonus scheme," and were " not blind to the 
benefits accruing on the combination between capital 
and kAour,'^ they considered it " a seductive though 
most plausible bribe calculated to weaken the influ- 
ence of the Union." So they issued 2,000 strike 
notices to their members. A large number of the 
workers, however, revolted against this t jrranny ; 
they expressed their " entire confidence in the scheme, 
beUeving it to be a wise arrangement for the mutual 
benefit oj the employer and employed^ which will tend to 
prevent such unhappy occasions as the present strike, 
which entails so much misery and bad feeling." The 
co-partnership scheme has been an entire success. 

It is impossible for any one who has had no exper- 
ience in strikes to comprehend the terrible amount 
of misery they entail. The strike at Silvertown col- 
lapsed after ten weeks' conflict ; a thousand of the 
hands returned to work ; but 450 men and women 
were permanently out of work, practically dependent 
on public charity for support. The Strike Committee, 
reporting the facts, airily stated they " looked upon 
this defeat as a victory," and so it might have been 
for them ; but was it one for their imf ortunate dupes t 
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What misery did that conflict represent totheunfor» 
tunate wives and families of the strikers, if the facts 
could but be known ? Was it a victory for the unfor- 
tunate 450 men and women beggared and thrown out 
of employment in the depth of winter ? 

After the collapse of the Manchester Gas Workers' 
Strike, which occurred about the same time as that of 
the South Metropolitan Gas Works, " the strike hands 
complained that they had been badly advised by the 
Socialist leaders, and bitter complaints were made that 
the money support which had been promised the men 
had not been forthcoming " {Standardy December 
16, 1889). What a tale of suffering do these few words 
reveal to those who realize what a strike means. 

Strikes have almost invariably proved most disas- 
trous to the strikers. Even in the very few cases in 
which they have been successful, and their aim has 
been attained, the advantages gained have been alto- 
gether incommensurate with the great losses the 
workers have sustained. During the two years 1909-10, 
nearly 12,500,000 days' work and pay were lost to 
the workers of this country through labour disputes ; 
while the 10,000 slave-drivers, official secretaries, 
organizers, and agitators of Unions received pay 
amounting to £280,000, paid from the pockets of the 
workers. The Great Dock Strike of 1912 cost the 
workers £8,000,000 ; the Great Railway Strike of 
1912 cost £2,500,000 ; the Great Miners' Strike of 
1912 cost £89,700,000; or a total loss of nearly 
£50,000,000 in one year ; but this only represents the 
direct loss. It excludes the injury due to the dis- 
location of business and trade, to raised prices, and to 
the loss of trade and capital driven to other countries. 
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It may well be asked what benefits hav6 been gained 
by these strikes to those who had " no grievance what- 
ever " ? The Dock Strike of 1912 was caused be- 
cause an old stevedore, aged 60, was not a member of 
the Waterman's and Lighterman's Trade Union ; 
and the dock workers threatened a national strike 
if the employers would not consent that no man 
should be employed unless he had a Trade Union 
card. 

The Railway Strike of 1912 was not caused by any 
general trade dispute, ill-treatment, or grievance, as 
shown by the following evidence given before the 
Railway Conmiissioners by Mr. Lowth, Secretary 
of the General Railway Workers' Union. 

Q. What was the particular ^evance that 
brought them out in your own Society ? 

Mr. LowTH : I don't think they had any. 

Q. Why did they come out ? 

A. They came out as a protest against the griev- 
ances of the other men and the way the other men 
were treated. 

Q. Did you order them to come out ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And they came out ? 

A. They did. 

Q. They had no grievance of any sort ? 

A. No. 
There is no other word than that of slave applic- 
able to those strikers who submit to such tyranny, 
and who, without grievance of any sort, are forced 
to embark on a strike which most necessarily para- 
lyse trade and industry throughout the land, raise 
the prices of everything, and inflict terrible distress 
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and poverty on the workers and the poor. Mr. 
Ramsay MacDonald, the Chairman of the Labour 
Party, speaking at the Memorial Hall, May 15, 1912, 
said that — 

" He and his supporters would continue the pro- 
cess that they had begun, and depress the value 
of railway stock, until it suited them to consider 
purchase." 

The Great Coal Strike of 1912 also was not based 
on any real grievance. The minimum wage^^ which 
formed the pretext for the strike, was simply the dis- 
guise of a Socialist conspiracy, the object of which 
was to ruin the coal-owner and rob him of his pro- 
perty. This was avowed by a Socialist pamphlet 
entitled The Miners^ Next Step, which urged : — 

*^ That a continual agitation be carried on in 
favour of continuing the minimum wage, and lessen- 
ing the hours of labour, until we have extracted the 
whole of the employers' profit ; that our objective 

^ The following extract from the San Francisco Argonaut 
shows how the f^ure to foresee indirect results in the case 
of ** the minimum wage " has been a cause of unemploy- 
ment : " Before passing a Wage Bill for Girls it would be 
well to mark, learn, and inwardly digest a news item from 
Oregon. A report comes from the Young Women's Chris* 
tian Association and from the Catholic Women's League 
that the new law will throw hundreds of girls out of work 
in Portland alone, and that strenuous efforts will be needed 
to avert distress. Employers who are now giving work 
to large numbers of incompetent girls at commensurate 
wages will discharge them, and replace them by others who 
are actually worth the minimum wage. The unfortunate 
ones are now facing a ' dire situation.' Many of them are 
without homes, and are entirely dependent on the meagre 
wages that a benevolent but empty-headed legislature has 
taken from them." 
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be to build up an organization that will ultimately 
take over the mining industry and carry it on in 
the interests of the workers. Therefore, if the men 
are to bring effective pressure to bear they must use 
measures which tend to reduce profits. One way 
of doing this is to decrease production while con- 
tinuing at work." 

The pamphlet proceeds to show how this had been 
successfully accomplished by means of the ** irrita- 
tion strike " ; — 

" The men, instead of coming out on strike, 
reduced their output by half ; instead of sending 
four trams of coal from a stall, two only were filled, 
and so on. The management thus saw its output 
cut in half, whilst its running expenses remained the 
same. A few days' experience of a profitable indus- 
try turned into a losing one ended in the men win- 
ning hands down." 

The Great Dock Strike of 1889 was entirely a 
Socialist movement, fomented by John Bums with 
other Socialists, as described by himself : — 

" It is now some six years since John Williams, 
myself and others commenced our crusade amongst 
the dockers. We did our harangues amongst the 
men in the hours of the morning before their work 
and ours had commenced. I was actively con- 
cerned in spreading movements of the unemployed 
throughout the whole East End of London. • • . 
I made time to do something of a Socialist pro- 
paganda, and formed or helped to form several new 
Trade Unions in various parts of London. . . . 
We who were thus openly agitating and spreading 
discontent in this neglected comer of the world of 

o 
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labour learned thoroughly the whole condition, 
ec(»ioniic and social, of the various classes of dock 
labourers, how wretched it was, and set ourselves 
to make the men revolt against their lot." 
On the outbreak of the Dock Strike Bums said : — 
" Discontent was simmering ; I spoke to the men 
and foimd them eager and receptive. The end we 
had been striving after was coming into view. 
On Thursday, Friday and Saturday, August 15, 16, 
and 17, 1 spoke thirty-six times outside of wharves, 
docks and warehouses. Mr. Mann, Mr. Tillett and 
Mr. Champion did as much. ... As a Socialist 
I rejoice that organized labour has shown how fully 
it can meet the powers of capitalization, and how 
small a chance the oppression of labour has against 
the resolute combination of men who having 
formed their ideal are determined to realize this." 
The ideal of Bums has been given in one of his 
speeches, in which he drew an analogy of wolves 
(Socialism) pursuing a Russian sledge-driver (Capi- 
tal), who, in vain attempts to delay the pursuit, 
threw out his wife and children to the wolves ; he 
added : — 

" Little by little we shall take all ; as soon as we 
obtain one liberty we shall demand another. The 
wolves, the wolves, you know — ^the wolves behind 
the sledge." 

The false idea that had been instilled into the minds 
of the workers was that they had not received their 
rightful share of the profits, and that they were 
being robbed by the capitaUsts ; but the Dock Com- 
mittee stated that they were paying the men double 
the wages received by agricultural labourers ; and 
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in August, 1889, workers at the Docks had been 
earning from £l 16^. 6d. to £8 8^. Sd. per week of 
sixty-two hours. During the ten weeks that the 
"" strike lasted hundreds of poor fellows, able and will- 
ing to work, were, morning after morning, driven away 
from the Dock gates by Union oflScials, who threat- 
ened to stop the whole trade of the Port should the 
Dock foreman employ a single man. This strike 
resulted in the transfer of a large amount of tonnage 
from the Thames to the railway ports of Hamburg, 
Antwerp, Amsterdam, and Havre. In December, 
1890, another Dock Strike was started by the coal 
porters* refusal to allow non-Union men to work with 
them, and the other Unions, connected with the dock 
and shipping trade, came out " on principle." After 
fifteen months* duration, during which 8,000 members 
of the Dockers* Union were out of employment, the 
strikes, which are computed to have cost £2,000,000, 
collapsed, without any corresponding advantages to 
the workers ; the only gainers being those agitators 
who had organized the strikes. 4,000 free labour- 
ers sought employment at the Albert and Victoria 
Docks, and free labour gradually secured the largest 
share of the work in connection with the docking 
and shipping trade of the Thames. This led to the 
formation of the National Free Labour Association 
which has successfully counteracted the ruinous and 
suicidal policy of Trade Unions.** 

Free labour proved trustworthy and competent, 
and obtained the largest share of the vast amotmt of 
work executed in the docks, wharves and river-side 
industries of the Port of London. 

The National Free Labour Association, founded by 
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William Colliscm, its present Secretary, is an organ- 
ization of many thousand men throughout the United 
Kingdom, banded in a kind of secret service imder 
able conunanders. In 1912, during the twenty years 
it had existed, 800,000 working men connected with 
150 different trades had been enrolled. Many of 
these had been Trade Unionists, but had revolted 
against Trade Union tyranny and dictation. 

The Association has attended to thousands of cases 
of assaults, illegal picketing, coercion, and other out- 
rages, and has successfully defeated 680 wanton 
strikes, notably the Bristol Tramways, Taff Vale 
Railway, London Docks, North East Coast Ship- 
smiths, South London Gas, Transport, Shipping, 
Moulders, and Compositors' strikes. 

When 4,000 men employed by the Leeds Cor- 
poration plimged the city into confusion by a sudden 
strike, the Free Labour Association compelled them 
to surrender imconditionally after the Unioi\ had 
spent £12,000 in strike pay. 

When the gasworkers of Blackbiun " downed 
tools," the Free Labour Exchanges at Manchester, 
Leeds, Bradford and Newcastle supplied their places, 
and broke the strike after seven weeks ; and it was 
due to the Free Labour Association that the London 
Coal Porters' Strike of January, 1914, collapsed. 

In July, 1914, when we were on the brink of war 
with Germany, and the issue of peace or war was hang- 
ing on the balance, 12,000 men ^igaged in Woolwich 
Arsenal were ordered out on strike, the pretext 
being that a fitter named Entwistle was dismissed 
for refusing to erect machinery upon foundaticms 
built by non-Unionists. The Secretary of the Na- 
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tional Free Labour Association made the following 
offer to the Government : — 

" Within forty-eight hours I will supply all the 
men the Government require to run Woolwich 
Arsenal, on two conditions : (1) that the men are 
lodged and boarded within the works ; (2) that they 
receive adequate protection.** 
The offer was refused, with the result that, during 
the war, the output of munitions at Woolwich has 
been ccmstantly seriously impeded by strikes and 
wanton restriction of output, through Trade Union- 
ist influence and obstruction. 

The nature of " peaceful " picketing, and the 

difficulties and dangers to which free labourers are 

exposed in the exercise of their right to work, have 

been graphically described by Mr. Collison, the 

Secretary of the National Free Labour Association : — 

" Night is coming down, when we leave London 

for the scene of the struggle. Our men come up to 

the railway station in ones and twos. Several 

drive up in cabs. A large contingent arrives in a 

private omnibus. . . . Anjrthing may be expected ; 

we may reach our destination without incident, 

or we may be met by a riot. ... On the station 

platform I see a newspaper placard announcing 

strike news ; I buy a paper and find that one of 

the strike leaders has warned the men to expect 

Free Labour, and has prophesied a dreadful doom 

for the blacklegs when they arrive. ... At last 

we reach the first stop, and an agent of ours, who 

is waiting here, comes with the news that he has 

just heard on the telephone that a hostile crowd 

and a mob of pickets are awaiting us. There is 
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every likelihood that the station will be rushed 
and our men stampeded. S\ . 

^^ It is almost midnight now, but a full moon 
is shining, and the night is wonderfully clear. 
We notice this fact, for suddenly fog signals 
begin to explode under the wheels of our train. 
Now fog signals on a clear moonshiny night come 
as a surprise to some of our new men ; but they 
do not explode with any terrifying soimd on our 
ears. Their dull, gun-like sound has heralded 
our advent into strange cities before, and we 
know they have been placed on the railway lines 
as a signal to the strike mob of our approach. 
We are all ready now to disembark and eager 
for the final rush ; but the train slows down a 
Uttle some few hundred yards outside the station. 

** Suddenly out of the dai:kness and from no- 
where a shower of stones comes crashing through 
the windows. A ciy goes up. Several of the men 
have been struck. We see one man wiping a 
smear of blood from his face. ^ We hear the brittle 
soimd of cracking glass on all sides and know that 
the ' peaceful ' picket, ambushed somewhere along 
the railway lines, have started their work of 
' pacific ' persuasion. Then all the lights of the 
train are suddenly extinguished, and we go on 
through the last minute or so of the journey in 
utter darkness. 

^^ The train slows down into the station, and as 
we jump upon the patform a howl goes up from 
the mob outside. The station officials look anxious, 
and some of the parties are openly hostile. We 
are cursed before we have gone a dozen yards^ 
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" Outside the station gates, under the white 
glare from the electric arc lamps, we catch our first 
glimpse of the strained and angry faces of the mob. 
In the front rank stand the ' peaceful ' pickets, all 
men drawn from the lowest and most desperate 
. class of Trade Unionist. . . . Behind them 
surge the general mass of the strikers, their wives, 
and all the hooligan elements of the city. . . . 
Crash ! Outside the station gates there is a large 
canopy of glass. A Trade Union argument cast 
up to heaven and returned therefrom as unsuit- 
able, has fallen on the canopy, and a large glass 
panel has been splintered to atoms. Motor lor- 
ries shielded with iron plates are waiting for us, 
and as our men come out into the glare of the 
electric light, the mob that surges outside the gates 
of the station yard sets up howl after howl. . . . 
Well, we see the last man inside the lorries, and 
then take our places with the drivers. The gates 
open, the mob surges, the stones begin to fly about 
our ears in showers, but the motors throb away, 
and we plough our way through the surging streets 
to our destination. Here more stones, a rush by 
the pickets, several of our men are roughly handled ; 
one of the strikers throws a blown egg-shell filled 
with acid into our midst ; but at last we get the men 
inside. 

" Now all this comprises one typical phase of a 
typical strike ; but remember that it really com- 
prises only one incident. The scene I have recon- 
structed is incidental to the work of procuring one 
batch of men the right to work. In every impor- 
tant strike I have fought, there have been fifty such 
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incidents. There is a desperate struggle round 
the entry of each contingent of free labourers. Once 
I had two horse-drawn wagonettes overthrown 
on a road covered with rough stones. The horses 
were stabbed with knives, and every man of ours 
was maimed or lamed or lost to us " {The Apostle 
of Free Labour, p. 218). 

CoUison, describing the stratagems and expedients 
he had to resort to for the purpose of gaining work- 
men the right to work in England, writes : — 

" I have taken men through hostile coimtry, on 
coal trucks covered with tarpaulin, when I knew 
the train would have been wrecked had one man 
under the tarpaulin been seen to move his head. 
I have led an army of free labourers disguised as a 
race-course crowd. I have taken free labourers 
to their work in every imaginable vehicle under 
the sun except balloons and aeroplanes." 
In all this work CoUison was in constant danger of 
his life, and attempts were made to murder him ; he 
writes : — 

" They said to me, * We will murder you.* They 
sent journalists to me during the Bristol Tramway 
Strike and other strikes afterwards, with printed 
proofs of my obituary notices. I was asked to 
correct them, but I refused, because I knew that even 
this most enterprising journalism was a little 
premature. Then they threw blown egg-shells at 
me filled with acid, and the eggs smashed against 
a wall. I once saw a man blinded and disfigured 
for life by this Trade Union argument, and the 
sight is still engraved on my eyelids. All the refuse 
of conimon speech has been heaped upon me." 
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The Taff Vale Railway Strike was not caused by 
any trade grievance or question of wages. The pretext 
for it was this : — ^A signalman returning from sick 
leave foimd his signal-box occupied by another, and 
although he was offered another box at higher wages, 
he refused the offer. He was backed up in this 
refusal by the Amalgamated Society of Railway 
Servants, which moreover made the preposterous 
demand that the Company should deal with its own 
servants through the medium of the Trade Union, 
instead of doing so directly. The refusal of this 
demand caused the strike, which was attended with 
the violence, brutality, and disregard of justice that 
usually characterizes such movements. A number of 
free labourers, members of the Free Labour Associa- 
tion, on arrival at Cardiff, were held up by a mob of 
200 strikers, headed by Mr. Bell, the Secretary of the 
Union, and the carriage containing thirty-eight free 
labourers was shunted into a siding ; the men were 
imprisoned and then sent back to London by the next 
train. 

Li consequence of this outrage, the Railway Com- 
pany brought an action against the Amalgamated 
Society of Railway Servants, at which picketing and 
intimidation were pronoimced to be illegal, and the 
funds of]the Society were liable to be sued for damages. 
The Judge, in giving his decision, said : — 

" It is not a question of the rights of the Society, 
but of the wrongs done to persons outside the 
Society ; for such wrongs, arising as they do from 
the wrongful conduct of the agents of the Society, 
the defendant Society is in my opinion liable." 
By this decision, Vhich was confirmed by the House 
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of Lords, the funds of Trade Unicms were liable to be 
sued for wrongful acts, and for sev«i years industrial 
peace reigned. In 1906, however, the Radical 
Government, in order to secure the Socialist vote, 
overruled the law by passing the iniquitous *^ Trades 
Disputes Act," which nullified the " Conspiracy and 
Protection of Property Act of 1875,^ put the Trade 
Union Leaders above the law, legalized " peaceful 
picketing," and exposed free labourers to intimida- 
tion and outrage if they asserted their right to labour. 
The L(»:d ChanceUor characterized this bill as — 

''A bill for legalizing tyranny, and a serious 

blow against the spirit of liberty which has reigned 

throughout our law." 

The following description has been given of " peace- 
ful " picketing : — 

'' It is in its mildest form a hostile demonstr^- 

^ Clause I, section vii, ot the ^^ Conspiracy and Property 
Protection Act " is as foUows : — 

^' Every person who, with a view to compel any other 
person to abstain from doing, or to do, any act which 
such other person has a legal right to do, or abstain from 
doing, wrongfully and without legal authority uses vio- 
lence, or intimidates any such other person, or his wife, 
or children, or injures his property ; or persistently 
follows such other person about from place to place ; or 
hides any tools, clothes or other {property owned or used 
by such other person, or deprives him or hinders him 
in the use thereof ; or watches or besets the house or 
other place where such other person resides or carries on 
business, or happens to be, or the approach to such house 
or place ; or follows such other person wilbh two or more 
other persons in a disorderiy manner in or t^pough any 
street or road, shall, on conviction thereof by a Court of 
Summary Jurisdiction, or on indictment as hereinafter 
mentioned, be liable either to pay a penalty not exceed- 
ing twenty pounds, or to be imprisoned^ with or without 
hf^rd labour," 
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tkm in force ; and there is no instance on record in 
which it has been employed, without resulting in at 
least intimidation of the persons intended to be 
influenced by it. Picketing is done by details of 
pickets, assigned by others, they taking turns. At 
all hours when men are going to or from work — 
morning, noon, and night — ^the workmen must go 
through and by pickets, sometimes two, four, six, 
and more at a place. 

" At times the streets are obstructed. ^At times^ 
the pickets are making grimaces, and at aU times 
acting as if violence were intaided, and uttering 
profanity and threats. There is and can be no 
such thing as peaceful picketing, any more than 
there can be refined vulgarity, or peaceful mobbing, 
or lawful lynching " (The Apostle of Free Labour^ 
p. 198). 

Further concessions have been given to this privi- 
leged class of Trade Unions. On February 19, 1917, 
the Government admitted that they had given powers 
to twenty-four Trade Unions, to exempt their mem- 
bers from mihtary duty, and this has been held out 
as an inducement to men to join such Unions, as by 
so doing they would be exempted. No such con- 
cession has been granted to free labour. 

It has fallen to my lot to pass through a very 
important strike — ^that of the Amalgamated Society 
of Engineers. At that time I was working as an 
apprentice engine-fitter in large engineering works 
at Manchester ; and, during the few weeks that 
elapsed between the notice of the strike and its out- 
break, I had every opportunity of discussing the ques- 
tion with ihe men. It was most unpopular with 
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them ; on all sides I heard : " Why canH they let 
us alone ? " " We are doing very well as we are ^^ ; 
" We don't want to ^o on strike.'* The demands of 
the Union were for the abolition of overtime and 
piecework, for the reduction of the nunjber of appren- 
tices to be employed on the works, and other changes 
tending to limit the output of work. Now overtime, 
being well paid at 1| times as much as ordinary time, 
was very popular with the men, and it was a great 
Jboon to those with large families. As for piece-work, 
it was that which enabled a good workman first to 
take small contracts, and ultimately to rise to the 
position of master. Most of the large firms in that 
district had originated in that manner. The head of 
the firm with which I was working came to Manches- 
ter without a penny in his pocket, and after starting in 
a very humble way, had four immense establishments, 
and was ultimately made a baronet. 

I asked a very intelligent workman, with whom I 
was then mated : " Why donH you^ and men like 
you, get on to the Council oj the Union, and influence 
them for the better ? You see what mischief they are 
doing." He answered, " What can we do ? When 
we have done our day's work, we like to go home to 
our wives and families. We don't want to go blether- 
ing about the pot-houses, and its just those pot- 
house chaps, that have the gijt of the gab, who have the 
say at the Union.'* 

This I always found to be the case : those men who 
prated most loudly about the rights and wrongs of 
the British workmen were the idle, dissolute, worth- 
less fellows, by no means representative of the true 
British workman. 
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The commands of the Union, however, we?e all 
powerful ; disobedience entailed expulsion, loss of 
subscriptions and benefits, and, what was hardest 
of all, social ostracism, and denunciation as ^^ knob- 
sticks.'* 

So the strike went on, entailing fearful misery upon 
the wives and families of the men, ruin to employers 
and employed, and terrible loss of trade, until the 
funds of the Union were exhausted, when it collapsed. 
In 1897 the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, 
oblivious of the past disastrous failures, deliberately 
and wantonly provoked a strike. In this, as in the 
majority of strikes, there was no trade grievance ; the 
trade was good, the workers were doing well, there 
was no discontent, no excuse for a strike ; but the 
labour leaders manufactured one in the foUowing 
manifesto :— 

" A trial of strength with the Federation is in- 
evitable, and the present is as favourable an oppor- 
tunity as is likely to be presented to us ; trade is 
~t>risk, the weather is good, and the issue a popular 
one.'* 

Generally the time selected for such strikes is when 
trade is brisk, the employers have many orders on 
hand, and delay in carrying them out involves heavy 
loss. 

The following extracts from the Minutes of Evi- 
dence given before the Select Committee on Masters 
and Operatives throw some light on the manner 
in which Trade Unions use their power and acquire 
their information. 

** Some of the clubs require the workmen of each 
manufactory to send them in a printed form filled 
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in, containing the name of the shop, the name of 
the workman (I am now aUuding more especially 
to engine-makers and engineers), what profession 
the workmen are — ^that is whether pattern-makers, or 
smiths, or turners — ^what society they belong to ; 
whether they have worked at this shop before ; 
what was the last date of their so working, what 
wages did they receive then, and what wages do 
they now receive. By this means they get an 
intimate knowledge of aU the transactions of the 
shop. . . ." 
Here is a part of the Report of the Committee of 

one of these clubs ; it is dated September 29, IS^O. 

It as as follows : — 

" The Committee advised 's workmen to ask 

for more money ; all did so and left ; but we are 
sorry to complain of four or five individuals who 
refused to f oUow that simple advice ; of course no 
further confidence could be placed in them, and 
they were from that time never more treated with, 
but left to the dictates of their own evil wishes. 

" The following week our advice extended to 
the whole of the workmen who were receiving 80^. 
and under, that they should ask for more money. 
In order to ascertain what wages were paid them, 
we requested them to meet us on the Saturday 
evening, and present their tickets for our inspec- 
tion ; we found about an equal number at 82*. 
and 88*., and one at 80*. Our advice was still in 
accordance with oui: first decision, that those under 
88*. should ask for more the first thing on Monday 
morning, and, if they did not get it, to leave. Our 
trade will know how to draw a distinction between 
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those who honourably stand up for its interest and 
support, and those who receive a rise of wages as a 
bribe for their opposition to its wishes. . . . 

" In all districts there is a duty incumbent on 
all members in employment to use their influence 
in the respective workshops in favour of members 
out of employment. If our recommendations are 
adhered to, and our members are active and ener- 
getic in all their trade proceedings, we shall soon 
still further improve our condition, and make our 
Society the real ruler of the destinies of our trade." 
Coupled with '* peaceful picketing," such " advice " 

and " recommendation " cannot be neglected with 

impunity. 
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Sir F. E. Smith, M.P., has exposed the folly of the 
Divine right of " The Voice of the People " in the 
following terms : — 

"Vox Populi, Vox Dei."— "The voice of the 
people is the voice of God." The phrase is both 
blasphemous and untrue, yet it is the sheet anchor 
of modem Radicalism and Socialism, the war-cry 
in the present agitation for the destruction of the 
House of Lords. Have Radicals, who let the words 
slip glibly off their lips when they want a justifica- 
tion for democratic excesses, no recollection of the 
greatest events of history ? Do they never, for 
example, remember that it was the voice of the 
people which crucified the Saviour of the world ? 
Have they never read of the savage mobs, drunk 
with blood, which uttered the people's voice in 
Paris during the Revolution ? 

" Radicals affect to be scientific ; then they 
should know something of psychology ; and the 
study of the psychology of a crowd quickly reveals 
the fact that there is nothing on earth so insensate, 
and, under given inspirations, so diabolical, as a 
mass of men. Swayed by the strange impulse of 
proximity in great numbers, the individuals form- 
ing a crowd will do foolish tilings and vile things, 
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\vhich, as individuals simply, they would laugh at, 
or shrink from with horror. Crowds, of course, are 
often enough harmless, but they do not express 
either wisdom or goodness ; and it^ is a mysterious 
law of nature that men herded together, and so 
communicating thoughts and feelings to one an- 
other, and cumulatively to the crowd organism 
itself, never communicate the wiser thoughts, and 
most rarely the better feelings ; it is the more fool- 
ish thoughts and the baser feelings which have this 
infective power. Exceptions may be made of the 
occasional arousing of worthy emotions in a crowd ; 
but when these are not somewhat hysterical, it 
will be found on analysis that they are only drawing 
out (as by an eloquent orator) into united and more 
forcible expression, of certain good emotions, the 
previous individual possession of which had been 
the motive of the crowd's assembly. 

" These exceptions, therefore, may be placed in 
a distinct category ; and it will be noted that even 
with them it is only a matter of emotion ; a crowd 
seldom develops wisdom or the power of accurate 
thought. What applies to a crowd applies — in a 
less degree, of course, but applies nevertheless — ^to 
the mass of individuals which we know as the 
People, and applies to them with special force at 
times of political excitement, such as are elections. 
. . , For weeks prior to the election they have been 
swayed in crowded meetings, and subjected to the 
influence of inflammatory election ' literature ' and 
newspapers. Agitators — I use the word now in 
its wide sense — ^have created an atmosphere which 
the electors breathe in common ; local excitement, 

D 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^ 



56 THE CtJRSE OF SOCIALISM 

the chatter whenever men meet, the wearing of 
party favours, the party catchwords repeated on 
all hands — these influences combine to bemuse the 
independent judgment of the individual. , . . The 
voice is not the deliberate, independent expression 
of many minds» but the voice of the leading agita- 
tors, pumped through a crowd of h3rpnoti25ed voters, 
and thus made more resonant. That is usually 
what is meant by * the Voice of the People ' ; and 
that voice, so explained, ' is as hollow a fraud as 
could be perpetrated." 

'* Of all tvrannies the worst is the nile by the^ 
people " (A ristotle). 

'' Invariably in Civil contests it was found at 

Athens the worst and most abandoned public 

characters obtained the ascendancy " (Thucydides). 

Sallust has pointed out that the " Egestas cupida 

novarum rerum " was the most prolific source of the 

evils which first undermined and lastly overthrew the 

solid foundations of Rdman liberty, and left in the 

Catiline conspiracy, as described by Cicero, a just 

and true picture x)f the demagogue of every age. 

Livy has described the vacillation and tyranny of 
popular assemblies, and the cruel tyranny which 
the triumph of democracy brought upon the Roman 
Commonwealth. 

" Democracy is not the government of the few 
by the many, but the many by the few. The few 
who are thus raised to power, are the most danger- 
ous and worthless of the community " (Pitt). 
From 1906 to the outbreak of the war, Great Bri- 
tain has been under the thrall of a nominally demo- 
cratic Government ; but real democracy has been 
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non-existent. The so-called " Democracy *' has in 
no sense been " Rule by the Peopley^* as the word would 
-imply. In fact real democracy is impossible under 
existing conditions ; the nearest approach to it is 
to be found in Switzerland and in other countries 
that have adopted the " Referendum " embodying 
the voice of the people to a certain extent. The so- 
called " democracy " of Great Britain has been prac- 
tically the arbitrary despotism of a small clique of 
unscrupulous persons who have intrigued themselves 
into the Cabinet, but have not been elected thereto 
either by the people or by Parliament, although 
they put forward the claim that they represent the 
voice of the people. This clique has been dominated 
by a coalition of minorities, each opposed to the 
others in views and aims, but united in the desire to 
wreck the constitution that opposes their unconsti- 
tutional rapacity. These minorities may be roughly 
classified as — 

(a) The Roman Catholics, who aim at the extinc- 
tion of Protestantism in Ireland. 

ib) The Ultra Protestants, who regard Roman 
Catholics with detestation. 

(c) The Socialists, who despise both. 

(d) The Radicals, who will sanction any enormity to 
secure votes. 
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The interests of labour and capital are inseparable ; 
that which injures the one must necessarily injure 
the other. Professor Dunning Macleod says : — 

" If a man has not wealth himself, but only his 
labour to sell, what is most to his advantage ? 
Why, of course, that there should be as many rich 
men as possible to compete for his labour. Nothing 
can be more fatal than a cry against capital, so 
often imthinkingly uttered. It would be impos- 
sible to conceive a greater benefactor to his country 
than the one who would permanently reconcile 
the interests of masters and workmen, and put an 
end to the internecine wars of capital and labour 
(Macleod*s Economics, p. 188). 

" Industry is limited by capital. • . . There can 
be no more industry than is supplied by materials 
to work up, and food to eat. ... To employ 
labour in a manufacture is to invest capital in the 
manufacture. This implies that industry cannot 
be employed to any greater extent than there is 
capital to invest. . . . While, on the one hand, 
industry is limited by capital, so, on the other, every 
increase of capital gives, or is capable of giving, 
additional employment to industry ; and this 
without assignable limit " {Principles of Political 
Economy, J. Stuart Mill, Book I, chap, v. 8). 
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'^ Capital (the thing apart from ownership) is 
as necessary to the working classes as the air they 
• breathe, or the food that they eat. Without it 
there would be no employment, for without it a 
workman can practically produce nothing. He 
wants appliances and material, and he wants to be 
fed and supported till the produce of his labour 
can be sold and paid for. The more capital there is 
the more demand there will be for labour. • , . 
The larger and safer the profits are in any business, 
the more capital will flow into that business, and 
the more demand there will be for labour. The 
man whom we caU the capitalist is not a man, as a 
general rule, who has inherited a vast fortune from 
his ancestors ; he is not a man of blue blood or of 
ancient lineage ; more often he is a mere parvenu, 
or a man of a mushroom family, whose father or 
whose grandfather was very likely a man of very 
humble position. ... He is just a man who has 
worked when others played, saved when others 
spent, and learned how to do what he did not like. 
If industry, thrift and self-denial are vices, he is a 
bad man . . . ; but, whatever he is, good or bad, 
hard or gentle, he is the man who makes employ- 
ment where there was none before, and is the best 
friend the working classes have " (Sir Benjamin 
Browne, D.CX., Letter to The Times, February 
20, 1907). 

There is truth in the old saying, " When labour 
runs after capital, wages fall ; but when capital runs 
after labour, wages rise." Wages must be regulated 
by the laws of supply and demand ; wad, though they 
may be temporarily forced up by strikes, they must 
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ultimately find their own level, through the agency 
of those laws. If high wages raise the cost of produc- 
tion above the market price, the demand will fall off ; 
capital will cease to run after labour, and wages will 
revert to their natural level. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAPITAL DRIVEN ABROAD 

Allubing to the avowal of the Socialist Chancellor 
of the Exchequer of his intention to " rob henroosts " 
or in other words to plimder the capitalist, Mr. Snow- 
den said in Parliament, '^Take as much as you can from 
the top, and don't go down at all until you have robbed 
all the henroosts at the top." This blind leader of 
the blind has overlooked the fact that the hens scared 
would escape. Owing to repeated acts of legislative 
robbery, confidence has been shaken, and capital 
has been driven abroad. There has been an enor- 
mous transfer of bonds and securities from England 
to foreign countries ; but on these transactions the 
statistics of the Board of Trade throw no light. Sir 
Joseph Lawrence computed, from the figures of the 
Inland Revenue Commissioners, that the transfer 
of British capital in one year alone amounted to 
£150,000,000 ; and this has been corroborated from 
other independent sources by Lord Rothschild. 

The German-made Socialism of Marx is based on 
the false assumption that capital absorbs an undue 
share of the profits of labour. His " kapital " has 
been described as " ^ Bible oj social democracy and the 
scientific foundation of the modern Socialist movement/^ 
The fallacies in "kapital" have been owing to the 
fact that Socialists have acquired a very hazy idea of 
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the nature of capital. They have failed to discrim- 
inate between productive and unproductive capital ; 
between the capital of the employer of labour ^ and that 
of those who employ no labour. They fall into the 
error of believing that capital is identical with the 
wealth of the idle richj or the miUionaire^ thus 
including both under the generic term of " capital," 
they have arrived at the conclusion that capital has 
received more than its share. The fallacy of such an 
assumption was exposed in the Report of the Royal 
Commission on the Depression of Trade and Indus- 
try, which showed that there had been " an accumu- 
lation of passive or unproductive capital, whilst the 
active capital of the employers had oozed away.'' 
The nominal unproductive capital had chiefly en- 
riched owners of foreign investments or the importers 
of foreign produce, or those who had made fortimes 
in foreign countries. To these must be added the 
wealthy financiers, bankers, and other classes who do 
not employ labour, but who, in the aggregate, form 
almost entirely the extreme wealth of the country. 
This accounts for the great contrast in the distribu- 
tion of wealth, tending to make the rich richer and 
the poor poorer. 

Sir Benjamin Browne has stated that during the 
period of forty-two years ended in 1911, two- thirds 
of the engineering firms that existed in the 
Newcastle district had perished disastrously ; and 
thinking that the Newcastle district might have been 
exceptionally unfortunate, he examined the case of 
London and found it " distinctly worse." He proved 
by the actual results of several large concerns and of 
his own experience that, instead of capital absorb- 
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ing an undue share of the profit, labour gets £10 in 
wages for every £l that is paid in dividends to capital. 
The following brief summary of the depressed con- 
dition of some of the principal industries of Great 
Britain during the^past forty or fifty years proves 
that the capitalist's "share of the profits has been little 
or nothing. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE DEPRESSION OF TRADE 
AND INDUSTRY 

" Cotton and woollen industries are struggling 
hard for existence. Silk manufacture is dying out. 
Iron industries are in a bad way. Gloomy predictions 
are made respecting our shipping trade. Agricul- 
ture is becoming extinguished. English pluck, 
capital and credit are struggling manfully against 
disaster ; but the struggle cannot last much longer ; 
capital is sustained by credit ; and credit is 
receiving heavy and repeated blows from unremun- 
erative industries. Meanwhile high wages and 
extravagaiit habits are not the best training for the 
millions that will be thrown out of employment 
when the crash comes " {The British Jtigernath, 
Thacker & Spink, Calcutta, 1888). 
In 1888 the Coal aud Iron Review stated that — 

" The collieries were only kept going at a heavy 
loss, and some of the coal-owners were ruined. 
To enable the South Wales Collieries to be kept 
partially going, the men had lent, as it is called, 
a shilling in the pound." 

. In 1886 the Royal Commission on the Depression 

of Trade and Industry reported : — 

" With very few exceptions, trade is reported to 
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be depressed, and in many cases it is considered 
to be more depressed than at any previous period. 
. . . Simmiarizing very briefly the answers which 
we received, . . . there would appear to i)e a general 
agreement among those whom we consulted — 
(a) That the trade and industry of the country 
are in a condition which may be fairly 
described as depressed. 
(6) That by this depression is meant a diminu- 
tion, and in some cases an absence of pro- 
fit, with a corresponding diminution of 
employment for the labouring classes. 
{c) That neither the volume of trade nor the 
amoimt of capital invested therein has 
materially fallen off, though the latter has 
in many cases depreciated in value. 
(d) That the depression above referred to dates 
from about the year 1875 ; and that, with 
a short period of prosperity enjoyed by cer- 
tain lH*anches of trade in the years 1880 to 
1888, it has proceeded with tolerable uni- 
formity, and has affected the trade and 
industry generally, but more especially 
I those branches which are connected with 

agriculture." 
In 1889 Mr. Samuel Smith, M.P. for Liverpool, 
said : — 

" The last fifteen years have been the gloomiest 
of the whole commercial history of the country ; 
wages being constantly forced down and the rela- 
tions between employers and employed strained to 
the utmost degree. With all the toil and anxiety 
of those who had conducted it, the cotton industry 
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of Lancashire^ which gave maintenance to two or 
three miUions of people, had not earned so much as 
five per cent, during the last ten years. 

" The employers had the most anxious life, and 
many, after struggling for years, had become bank- 
rupt, and some had died of a broken heart." 
In 1891 Mr. Macara, President of the Cotton 
Spinners* Federation, said : — 

" In the last twenty-five years Great Britain's 
consumption of American cotton only increased 
about 10 per cent., while the world's consumption 
increased about 250 per cent. During the great 
depression in England's cotton industry, from 
1892 to 1897, four million spindles were broken up. 
It is estimated that there was an increase of no 
fewer than fifteen millions abroad in the last ten 
years." 

Sir Benjamin Browne also h$s shown that by tak- 
ing the statistics given in the Stock Exchange Year 
Bookf and confining the case, to save trouble, to 
engine works, which are a very fair average of other 
industries, on the average, labour gets about £10 for 
every £l that is paid in dividends to capital ; and he 
adds : — 

" I believe I have been reckoned among the 
rather more fortunate employers, and, taking over 
twenty years, I find that the affairs in which I am 
interested have paid rather more than £10 in 
wages for every £1 that has gone in dividends to 
capital " {Industrial Peace^ p. 11). 
In 1912 the Thames Ironworks, the last survivor 
of those great engineering fhms which were so numer- 
ous in the once prosperous ship-building centre of 
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the Thames, were closed, throwing an enonnous 
number of men out of employment. The decay of 
the industry was gradual and unobserved. One by 
one these great firms were ruined or left the district. 
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At a meeting of the C.E.M.S. at Caxton Hall, March 
9, 1917, the Right Hon. John Hodge, the Labour 
Minister, is reported to have said : — 

" Every good Christian and citizen was required 
to do his best when peace was declared to assist 
in repairing the ravages of war. All classes had 
made great sacrifices already; class barriers had 
been broken down on all sides, and a great oppor- 
tunity was open which must on no account be 
allowed to pass unrecognized. It was possible, 
through it, to raise our country to higher heights 
than ever before in its history. The prejudices 
and suspicions between employers and emi^oyed 
ought to be buried, and mutual confidence reign 
in their place. In order to maintain our position, 
two things were essential in the future — ^scientific 
organization by the employer, and increased 
productivity on the part of the workman. Ex- 
perience had shown him that both could be achieved 
with benefit to employers and employed alike. Mr. 
Hodge gave some striking instances of the effects 
of conciliation in avoiding strikes, and of the trust 
and confidence that could be engendered by the 
meeting of the employers and workpeople, in 
frank confidence, to discuss the questions that 
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arose from time to time. He desired to see that 

spirit spread througho\it the land " {Church TimeSj 

March 16, 1917). 

How such an industrial peace can be, and actually 
has been effected is proved by the following extract 
from an article on " Political Economy and Strikes " 
in the National Review of February, 1890 : — 

" Strikes under existing conditions are a necessary 
evil ; but it is doubtful whether the evil perpetrated 
by them does not far exceed any advantage gained. 
Whichever side may'Jwin, the terrible internecine 
strife leaves both sides exhausted, and breeds a bitter 
feeling of dissension between employers and em- 
ployed. 

" The persistent ^endeavours of agitators to set 
class against class, and the senseless outcry against 
capitalists, do an infinity of mischief. The interests 
of employers and employed lire inseparable ; that 
which injures the one injures the other. 

" The pity of it is that as the world grows older, it 
does not grow in wisdom, but has a tendency to 
perpetuate discord between the two classes, instead 
of endeavouring to remedy the evil by promoting a 
good understanding between them. To show what 
can be done in this way, I may refer to the satisfac- 
tory working of an Association, formed in 1889, 
amongst the carpet-weavers of the North of England. 
The object of this Association was to put a stop to 
the strikes from which both employers and employed 
had previously been severely suffering. The pro- 
cedure was as follows : delegates were elected from 
each factory by the workmen, and a preliminary 
meeting was held by these delegates to formulate their 
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case. A general meeting of the masters was then 
called, and the delegates stated their difficulties. 
Numerous questions were asked by the masters, and 
the facts of the case, whether of discipline ojr wages, 
were ascertained. The delegates then retired, and the 
subject was then discussed and settled by the mas- 
ters, with the determination to do full justipe to the 
men. The result of this procedure was that, in the 
course of fifteen years, the delegates of the operatives 
only once were dissatisfied ; and upon that occasion 
they prayed the masters to reconsider their verdict. 
The masters inunediately called another meeting, 
and arranged the disputed point to the satisfaction 
of both parties. It only remains for me to add to 
this pleasing episode the following quotation from 
a joint manifesto of the delegates of the workmen : 
' We have such confidence that justice will be given 
to us, that now it is but seldom that our delegates 
think it necessary to attend. Permit us, therefore, 
to urge upon the masters and workmen of that un- 
happy county (Lancashire, during the strike of 
1854), at once to accept some board for reference, 
similar to that we have described, and not to lower 
themselves in th^ eyes of all Christendom by per- 
severing in a contest in which one side insanely con- 
templates the ruin of their employers, and the other 
side purposes starvation of the employed.' 

" It would be well if our philanthropists and states- 
men would turn their attention to the promotion of 
a better understanding between employers and em- 
ployed, either by some associations such as that to 
which I have referred, or by the establishment of 
some tribunals similar to those of the Conseils de 
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Prud'hommes in France. These Councils existed 
under the title of ' Juges Gardes aux Syndics des 
Communautfe ' before the Revolution of 1789, and 
were re-established and remodelled at Lyons in 
1806 by Napoleon L They were established for 
terminating by means of conciliation the disputes 
between masters and workmen. The Tribunals had 
no legal power to enforce their decisions in the case 
of rates of wages ; but they were frequently appealed 
to by masters and workmen, who could not agree as 
to the rate of wages, and their decision was often 
accepted. 

" The Conseils were composed of workmen and 
masters in equal numbers, exclusive of a President 
and Vice-President who were chosen by Grovemment, 
the President giving the casting vote. Certain 
qualifications were necessary for serving on the Con- 
seils, and the members were elected by the masters 
and workmen respectively. Once in three years half 
the members retired, and a new election took place. 
A * Bureau de Conciliation,' composed of a master 
and a workman, sat every day, and if the matter in 
dispute could not be adjusted, it was referred to a 
decision of the * Bureau General.' Important cases 
were subject to an appeal in a higher court. The 
number of such Conseils in France in 1849 was seventy- 
four. Up to the year 1842 inclusive the number of 
cases that had been submitted to the jurisdiction of 
the Conseils was 184,574 ; and of these the Bureau 
de Conciliation had decided no less than 174,487, 
leaving only 10,027 to be referred to the Bureau 
General for compulsory decision. In all these cases, 
except 190, the judgment of the Conseils de Prud'- 
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hommes was accepted without appeal. The Chan- 
cellor of the French Embassy in 1856, in reply to a 
request for information, stated that the Conseils de 
Prud'hommes in France prevented litigation, and 
conciliated the difference between masters and work- 
men ; that it did not prove injurious or detrimental 
to the interests of manufacturers or commerce, or 
of any other class ; but that, under all circumstances, 
it had proved very useful to the country, and that 
France had benefited by its institution. Tribunals 
on similar principles were instituted in Belgium and 
Rhenish Prussia. 

" I am not aware whether these institutions still 
continue their useful work of conciliation, or whether 
they have been swept away by the so-called advance 
of civilization, or that which Herbert Spencer would 
term the ' Coming Slavery.' 

" In England there was an Act (Stat. 5, Geo. IV, 
c. 96), by which disputes might be settled and ad- 
justed by arbitration ; but the Act appears to be 
practically inoperative, and its existence is appar- 
ently unknown to most people. 

" In 1856 a Select Conmiittee of the House of 
Commons was appointed to inquire into the 'ex- 
pediency of establishing equitable Tribunals for the 
amicable adjustment of differences between masters 
and operatives.' The Committee arrived at the 
conclusion that the attention of legislation might 
with advantage be directed to the subject ; and were 
of opinion that the formation of Courts of Concilia- 
tion, more particularly in the large commercial, 
manufacturing and mining districts, would be bene- 
ficial. I am not aware that any practical action has 
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been taken on the report of the Committee ; but I 
believe that the cause of the British workman may be 
best served by pressing on the Government the neces- 
sity for continuing the inquiry, and providing 
Equitable Councils of Conciliation, or some other 
machinery for the amicable determination of disputes, 
and for the promotion of a better feeling between 
masters and operatives.'' — Gwilf9VB L. M#L£s- 

WORTH. 
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The most practicable mode, however, of insuring 
industrial peace is by the adoption of the policy of 
co-partnership orij^ated by Sir George Livesay at the 
South Metropolitan Gas Works, which has been of 
inestimable advantage to employer and employed. 
In the twenty-fourth year of its operation the year's 
bonus earned by the members (which the fu^t year 
had been £6,868) had increased to £48,000, and 
5,900 employed were holding the Company's stock 
to the value of £870,000, besides many who had sold 
their shares, either in order to emigrate, or to buy 
houses, or to start business on their own account. 
Strikes in the South Metropolitan Gas Company have 
now become a thing of the past, and the relations be- 
tween employers and employed have been all that 
could be desired ; forming a brilliant contrast to 
that miserable state of things that existed both for 
workmen and officials of the Company when the 
influence of the Gas Workers' Union predominated. 

Thirty-six gas companies, representing a total 
capital of upwards of £49,000,000 have since de- 
veloped the principle of co-partnership, as well as 147 
miscellaneous concerns, only seventeen of which 
failed, chiefly owing to Trade Union oppositic^. 

The manager of the WopUen Cloth firm of Messrs. 
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Taylor of Batley, after the policy of co-partnership 
had been in successful operation for eighteen years, 
wrote : " It is almost impossible for any one who has 
not worked under such a scheme to appreciate the 
benefits it confers on every one concerned. Would 
it were more extended." 

Naturally the policy of co-partnership is bitterly 
opposed by Socialist Trade Union agitators, in that 
it weakens the ihfluaice of the Union, puts a stop to 
strikes, and relegates the Trade Unions to their 
legitimate functions of expending their funds on sick, 
funeral, and uncmptoyed benefits, and to the defence 
of the rights of its members. 
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The Report of the Royal Commission of 1889 on the 
Depression of Agriculture expressed the opinion that — 
'*In agriculture we have to consider the most 
important industry of the country, whether we re- 
gard the amount of capital embarked in it, its direct 
interest to every member of the community, or its 
great influence on our national prosperity.'* 
Even John Bright, hostile though he was to land- 
lords, admitted the importance of agriculture He 
said : — 

" Home trade is bad mainly or entirely because 
harvests have been bad for several years. The 
remedy will come with more sunshine and better 
yield of land ; without this it cannot come. I 
believe the agricultural owners and occupiers of 
land have lost more than £150,000,000 sterling 
through the great deficiency of harvest.'* 
The ruin of agriculture, in order to effect the ex- 
propriation of land has always been a leading feature 
in the Socialist programme ; and the Socialist endea- 
vour to tax landowners out of existence has been 
only too successful. Landlords have been viUfied 
and held up to public odium ; unjust and constantly 
increasing burdens have been thrown on the land, the 
sacredness of property in land has been denied, and 
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iniquitous Land Acts have been passed. Agricultural 
labourers are less than half their former number, and 
have been driven by want of employment to emigrate, 
or become paupers, or to swell the ranks of the un- 
employed in towns. Land, formerly richly cultivated, 
has deteriorated, and lapsed into coarse weedy pas- 
ture. Yeomen farmers of little capital have been 
crushed out ; nearly 5,000,000 acres of land have gone 
out of cultivation; only necessary work has been 
done, drainage has been neglected for want of funds, 
and farmers have had recourse to loans at ruinous 
rates of interest. Land has constantly changed 
hands, and bankruptcy is frequent. The loss of 
capital caused by the ruin of agriculture was, in 1905, 
estimated by Sir R. Palgrave at £1,700,000,000. 
Mr. Lloyd George in 1910 avowed his intention of 
taxing the great landowners out of existence, and 
Mr. Ure, in support of this avowal, said : — 

" The land taxes have come to stay, and there is 
no man or woman who will live to see the day when 
they will be repealed. They will live to see the 
day when the principle will be extended far wider 
than it is to-day.'* 

This has been the case. Mr. Lloyd George's 
Finance Act appears to contain every device and 
trick that ingenuity can conceive to screw the utter- 
most farthing out of the land, in the shape of " incre- 
ment values duty," "reversion duty," "undevel- 
oped land duty," etc. ; but even this drastic Act 
appears insufficient to satisfy the greed for plunder ; 
for the last step contemplated has been that of a 
single tax which will lay all taxation on the land. 
This policy has been so successful that ^t South Uist 
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the rates actually rose to £l 3s. 4d. per £ of raital. 
Lord Skerrington, before whom this case was brought, 
found that " no remedy could be applied by law " to 
meet this act of legalized plunder; but Mr. Lloyd 
George and Lord Crewe undertook that the question 
of local rating should be dealt with in the following 
session. It does not, however, appear that the under- 
taking has been made good, for the evil has increased in 
gravity ; and in the parish of Lochs the rates have 
risen to £l 10^., and in Barras to £1 18^. 9d. per £1 
of rental {Scotsman^ January 28, 1918). 

In other words, the whole of the rent has been con- 
fiscated ; and, in addition, the owner of the land has 
been penalized to the extent of 10^. and 13^. 9d. per 
acre for having the misfortime to own land. In 
fact. Socialist legislation has avowedly perpetrated 
that which Senior in his Political Economy has de- 
nounced as — 

" The most revolting and perhaps the most 
mischievous form of robbery in which the (Jovem- 
ment itself becomes an accomplice, when the pro- 
perty of whole classes of individuals is swept away 
by legislative enactments, and men owe their 
ruin to that very institution which was created to 
ensure their safety." 

The claim of Socisdists to expropriate the land, on 
the ground that it is the common inheritance of the 
species, is simply childish. Even granting that the 
earth was once the common inheritance, it must be 
remembered that the inheritors have through their 
constituted rulers parted with their property, and 
have in most cases received an equivalent for it, 
either in the shape of eminent services to the 
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State, or substantial improvements, or in actual pay- 
ment of money ; and these transactions have been 
deliberately acknowledged and ratified by the laws 
of the country in which the " inheritors '* have ac- 
quiesced from time immemorial. It is, therefore, 
absurd to argue that the property thus disposed of still 
belongs to the original inheritors, who are, and have 
been in past years, in the enjoyment of the advan- 
tages for which they have bartered any land that 
might once have belonged to them. 

The manner in which land is acquired in a new 
country — ^in one of our Colonies for instance — or in 
the United States, throws some light on the manner 
in which land has been acquired in the past. In some 
cases the Grovemment puts up the land to public 
auction, and receives for it a money payment at the 
market price of land ; in other cases the community 
represented by the State has encouraged settlers, con- 
vinced that the advantages offered by such encourage- 
ment will induce them to domicile themselves in, 
and improve, the country by degrees — ^to extend 
civilization, to clear and cultivate land that would 
otherwise remain unproductive, and to add generally 
to the trade and resources of the country. The Govern- 
ment does this deliberately, knowing that the value 
of the land which is transferred to the settler will be 
amply recouped by the services, direct or indirect, to 
be rendered to the State or community. The life 
and prospects of the settler are arduous and precar- 
ious ; sometimes he does well, and at other times, 
after an expenditure of capital, fails ; but, as a 
general rule, whether he succeeds or fails, his action is 
beneficial to the country, and he returns in exchange 
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for the land an equivalent. In some cases the State 
offers free grants of land to those who settle, on con- 
dition that certain buildings will be erected, or cer- 
tain acreage fenced or cultivated, or on some other 
conditions by which the State directly or indirectly 
gains; and these ^ are considered by the State 
a fair equivalent for the land which it concedes 
with the approval and acquiescence of the com- 
munity. 

Had it not been for the policy of encouraging set- 
tlers, neither the United States nor our Colonies could 
have achieved the prosperity they now enjoy. From 
time immemorial property in land has been recog- 
nized and encouraged by the laws of the State, and 
has been always considered the most secure of all 
property, until the disgraceful Irish Land Act of 
1881 legalized breach of faith, interfered with the 
freedom of contract, and struck a blow generally at 
the rights of property. 

I have received many angry letters from Social- 
ists who have taken offence at my letters to the 
public journals. One writer hoped to see the day 
when the guillotine would be erected on the Thames 
Embankment, and all the Lords and great landowners 
brought under its knife. Another regretted that the 
would-be assassin who shot at our late King at Brussels 
had missed his aim. A third wrote : " You talk 
of a plundering policy ; wait until we get into power ; 
then you will know what plundering really means." 
Another wrote : '* The Lords and landowners in 
Britain differ only in degree from the bureaucracy in 
Russia ; I read of their execution by the terrorists with 
grim satisfaction," 
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The following is a reply I sent to one of these 
critics : — 

^' The Manob House, 
*' Bexley» Kent, 

March 2, 1907, 

** Sib,— 
** I have to thank you for your comments on my 
letter to the Glasgow Herald. It is well to see one- 
self as others see us ; but I must confess it is novel 
to me to find that, as a landowner, I am classed by 
you as a plunderer whose execution by guillotine on 
the Thames Embankment you would enjoy to see. 
My crime is that, in misplaced confidence in the in- 
tegrity of the British law and Nation, I have unfor- 
timately invested some of my hard-earned savings 
in land ; but now, by blimdering and iniquitous legis- 
lation, and by heavy taxation of land, agriculture has 
been ruined, and millions of acres have gone out of 
cultivation. In some places, especially in our best 
wheat-growing districts, land is a " White elephant," 
the tenants declining to take it free of rent, and only 
paying taxes. Our stalwart race of yeomen have been 
driven to towns, either to join the ranks of thje unem- 
ployed, or to increase that wretchedness in the slums 
to which you refer — a misery already intensified by 
allowing free entrance of the Alien scum of the Con- 
tinent to take the bread out of the mouths of our 
fellow countrymen. 

"Our views of plunder are so widely different, 
that it is impossible to argue on the question without 
arriving at some definition of the word. I accept 
the definition given by Bastiat, in his ^Political Econ- 
omy, because some of thos^ wlio differ stron^y from 
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my views Imve recommended to me the study of 
Bastiaty whose definit^ion is as follows : — 

" * Whai a portion of wealth passes out of the hands 
of him who has acquired it, without compensation, 
and without consent, to him who has not acquired 
it, plunder is perpetrated. Law is common force 
to prevent injustice ; if the law itself performs the 
action it ought to repress, plunder is still perpetrated 
under aggravated circumstances. It would be im- 
possible to introduce into society a greater change and 
a greater evil than this : the conversion of law into 
an instrument of plunder.' 

" Of course if you hold the Socialist view that all 
property is theft, we have no common ground upon 
which we can meet ; but, in that case, what right 
have you to the coat on your back, or the money in 
your pocket, or the house in which you live, whether 
you own it, or pay rent to the thief who may own it ? 

" I have carefully studied the arguments in favour 
of land nationalization and peasant-proprietorship 
which you favour, and although I am convinced that 
it is impracticable, and, even if carried out, would be 
prejudicial to the people at large, yet I say, if the 
nation wishes it, well and good, but let the nation 
at large pay for its whim. 

" Admitting, for the sake of argument, that injus- 
tice has been committed by some of the ancestors of 
present landowners in the mediaeval ages by the 
possession of land, it has not been the fault of the 
present landowners, but has been done under the 
laws and with the consent of the nation ; and there 
seems to be no reason why the present landowners 
should be saqriflced, In most c^tses the land has been 
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paid for in hard cash, or given for services rendered. 

*' Froude, the historian, writing on Ireland, shows 
that it was England which introduced landowning 
into Ireland ; and * if we choose now to remove the 
landlords or divide their property with their tenants, 
we must do it from our own resources ; we have no 
right to make the landlords pay for the vagaries of 
our own idolatries.' 

" Even Mill, who favours peasant-proprietorship, 
admits that ' the landowners should not be dis- 
possessed of it without receiving its pecimiary value ' ; 
and he added, * if the land was bought with the pro- 
duce of the labour of themselves or their ancestors, 
compensation is still due to them on that groimd; 
even if otherwise, it is still due on the ground of pre- 
scription ; nor can it be necessary for accomplishing 
an object by which the community altogether will 
gain, that a pairticular portion of the community 
should be immolated. 

^^ When the iniquitous Land Act was passed, as a 
bribe to secure the Irish Roman Catholic vote, by 
the plunder of the Irish landlords, the whole country 
rang with wanungs that the measure would be one 
of confiscation. Even Mr. Pamell predicted it, tell- 
ing his hearers that there would be no buyers, and 
the tenants would be able to purchase their holdings 
for a mere nothing. Mr. Gladstone stated that if 
confiscation could be proved, the landlord would be 
compensated ; but I never heard of compensation 
being given to a ruined landlord. The annals of the 
Land Court teem with cases of ruin. In Dublin the 
Judge adjourned from time tp time, rather than con- 
sent to a wanton sacrifice of property ; some land was 
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sold at little more than a third of its value before the 
passing of the Bill. There were 600 cases in Court 
waiting for a sale under the Act, and for these there 
was hardly a bidder. 

" Now, who has benefited by this measure of con- 
fiscation ? Speculators who have purchased the 
land at low rates at the sales ; and evidence before 
a Committee proved that excessive rack-renting was 
attributed to these sales, as the purchasers for the 
most part, bought small portions pf the property, 
and it was their interest to get as large a return as 
they could, and they thought nothing of raising the 
rent. Mr. Sullivan, in his New Ireland^ stated that 
* the tenants complained that they had gained little, 
and lost much, by the change from the old masters 
to the new.' 

" The typical landlords in Ireland are not rich 
noblemen whom you would hold up to public exe- 
cration. It would be better for the country if they 
were ; but they are mostly of the middle class, strug- 
gling to escape the pauperism that bimgling legisla- 
tion has brought upon them. In my own case, my 
tenants have gained nothing. They pay the same 
rent as before ; they have, in fact, lost. Formerly my 
relations with my Irish tenants were of the most 
friendly character ; in good times I was able to im- 
prove the property, and help them in their difficul- 
ties ; and, in bad times, I voluntarily reduced their 
rents. Now this is all over ; the Land Act has con- 
verted me into a mere rent receiver ; I am merely a 
landlord in name ; I have no longer an interest in 
the property. I cannot improve it, or make any 
arrangements for my tenants, because they will be 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE RUIN OF AGRICULTURE 7ft 

subject to violation by the Land Commission. I am 
endeavouring to get rid of the property, but I can 
find no bidders for it. 

*' You say you were extremely thankful when the 
House of Lords rejected Gladstone's Home Rule 
Bill ; but you * detest the Lords for throwing out the 
Education Bill, which was intended to rectify the 
iniquitous injustice inflicted on the Dissenters,' I 
am unable to see why any injustice, if it existed, 
might not have been remedied without the commis- 
sion of another injustice. The Lords, throwing out 
the Education Bill, threw out a Bill for * plunder ' as 
Bastiat would define it. 

" Let me take my own case, as typical of many 
hundred thousands in Great Britain. During the 
past fifteen years I have contributed more than £200 
towards the building and maintenance of schools in 
this parish, under legal trust-deeds, which specify 
that the schools have been * created for the education 
of the children of the poor in the principles of the 
Church of England ' ; and the Bill proposed to violate 
the trust-deed, and practically confiscate the money 
spent in building them, which amounted to more than 
£5,000 ; and this without any guarantee that the 
schools might not at any time be devoted to the 
teaching of agnosticism, atheism, Roman Catholicism, 
Buddhism, or any other form of religious or irre- 
ligious philosophy. In fctct, one of the candidates 
for the London County Council has stated that he 
would not object to the teaching of Socialism and 
atheism in the Board Schools built and maintained 
by the rates. 

*' The Wesleyans, Baptists and other Nonconfor- 
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mists have school property under trust-deeds, 
similar to those of the Church ; and it would be 
equally just to violate these, and confiscate their 
property. 

** Now, what are the principles of the Church of 
England, as taught to children. If we take the 
Manual specially authorized by the Church for that 
purpose, we find in it * My duty to my neighbour is 
to love him as myself, and to do to all men as I 
would they should do unto me ; to honour and obey 
the King and all that are put in authority under him ; 
to be true and just in all my dealings ; to bear no 
malice or hatred in my heart ; to keep my hands from 
picking and stealing, and my tongue from evil speak- 
ing, lying and slandering ; to hurt nobody by word or 
deed ; not to covet other men's goods ; but to learn 
and labour truly to get my own living, and to do my 
duty in that state of life to which it shall please God 
to call me.' 

^' I must confess that I am old-fashioned enough 
to prefer such teaching to the views you profess to 
hold. ... I prefer the Church teaching to fomenting 
discord between class and class ; I prefer it to the 
feeling that would enjoy the sight of the execution of 
the Lords and landowners by guillotine. I prefer 
it to the expression of your views that you would 
not have been ill-pleased if our King had fallen under 
the attempted assassination of an anarchist miis- 
creant. 

" You say that you are neither Socialist nor anar- 
chist ; but I cannot discover any difference in the 
opinions whibh they and you hold. You say that it 
is nothing short of a scandal that the Supreme Court 
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of the United States of America has condemned a 
partial or graduated income-tax. I confess that I 
cannot agree mth you. The income-tax is opposed 
to the principles of political economy ; it is the favour- 
ite resource of an incompetent or unscrupulous Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer for raising revenue ; but it 
is, of all modes of taxation, the most unjust, injurious, 
and inefficient, because it fails in the object of reliev- 
ing the industrial classes. Indirectly, it bears more 
heavily upon them than on any other class of the 
community. 

" Mill wrote of the income-tax :— 
" * This tax, while apparently the most just of all 

means of raising revenue, is, in fact, more unjust 

than many others which are prima facie more 

objectionable ; ' 
and he urged that direct taxes on income should be 
reserved for great national exigencies, in which the 
necessity of large additional revenue overrules all 
objections. Mr. Gladstone denounced it as 'a dan- 
gerous tax, vexatious to trade and industry, ... a 
demoralizing tax.' Lecky has pointed out that 
direct, graduated taxation, if it be excessive, stances 
industry and employment, and will fall most heavily 
on the poor. Herbert Spencer has also pointed out 
that * taxes on capital employed in industries causes 
it to flow elsewhere, and leave labour unemployed ; 
then it is manifest that the choice for the artisan, 
under such conditions, lies between diminished amount 
of work, or diminished amount of payment for it.' 

" Now, the income-tax is essentially a tax on indus- 
tries ; it is a prevalent fallacy to suppose that it 
bears only on the rich ; but, taking income in the 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



83 THE CURSE OF SOCIALISM 

ordinary sense in which it is used (employment under 
Schedules B and E), the Report of the Inland Com- 
missioners shows that, for one perscm whose income 
exceeds £700 a year, there are thirty whose incomes 
are less than £700 a year ; so that, in that case, the 
burden of the tax falls chiefly on persons who are 
struggling hard to keep their heads above water, 
crushed down, as they are, already by excessive im* 
perial and local taxation, and by the peculation and 
misappropriation of rates by municipal and other 
public bodies, and SociaUsts terming themselves Pro^ 
gressives. 

" But, besides these, the greatest burden of the 
income-tax falls on the employers of labour, and con- 
sequently, indirectly, on the working classes and on 
the poor. For example, under Schedule D, railways, 
canals, mines, gasworks, ironworks, quarries, are 
assessed on a gross income of £78,000,000, tending to 
increase the cost of transport and production ; about 
£200,000,000 on private industries, business and trade ; 
more than £50,000,000 on land, tending to increase 
the ruin of agriculture, and to drive agricultural 
labourers to swell the ranks of the unemployed ; 
nearly £200,000,000 on houses and buildings, tending 
to raise the rents, which are already, as you have 
stated, far too high. 

** Unfortunately the working classes are unable to 
see the indirect effect of such taxation when they 
suffer from it, and are apt to turn in blind fury on 
their fellow sufferers, the over-taxed employers of 
labour. 

" Giffen, the statistician of the Board of Trade, 
has said that recourse must be had to indirect, rather 
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than direct taxation ; that the aim should be to re- 
lieve the income-tax; that there should be no real 
difficulty in providing the necessary taxes by taxing 
a few articles of luxury generally consumed ; and he 
added : — • 

'* * We have only to go back to a date just before 

those wanton sacrifices of indirect revenue began^ 

which have landed us in our present difficulties — 

that date prior to the Gladstone Government of 

1869-74, since which time many remissions of 

indirect taxes have been received with absolute 

coldness by the rate-payers.' 

" Even in its direct action the income-tax is the 

most unjust and unequal of burdens, because it 

assesses at the same rate many whose resources are - 

widely different ; and it falls with undue severity on 

one class, and with unreasonable lightness on others. 

The landed proprietor whose estate may be twenty 

years' purchase, the fund-holder whose stock may 

be worth 25, the merchant whose profits one year 

may be swallowed up by the losses of the next, 

the professional man, whose income is not worth 

five years' purchase, the young annuitant whose 

chances of life may be thirty or forty years, and 

the elderly spinster in whom it is not worth two, 

are all assessed at the same rate. 

" You ask me whether I reUsh the idea of equality 
which prevails where the obsequiency {sic) of ser- 
vants is unknown, and where the gardener does not 
touch his hat to the employer. I may answer that 
whai I have been in the United States I have not been 
in the least disturbed by the want of obsequiousness. 
I do not desire it, and it gives me no pleasure. If 
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a man touches his hat to me, I do the same to him. 
I must admit that I prefer civiUty, as a mark of 
friendliness, to boorish conduct ; and I certainly do 
not approve of that rudeness by which some people 
think fit to assert their equality, in a manner which 
seems to imply, * One man is as good as another, and 
a great deal better too.' 

" You say, ' We are a race of decadent fools,' and 
you ask me whether I agree with you. I certainly 
do so. Some twenty or twenty-flve years ago I 
had occasion to quote with approval Carlyle's pithy 
saying — ^there are thirty millions of people in Great 
Britain, ' mostly fools.' We have not improved in 
this respect since that time ; but I trust we shall have 
sufficient sense to save the people of Great Britain 
from the reproach of being a race of thieves and 
assassins, by a re-enactment of the horrors of the 
French Revolution. 

" Yours truly, 

"Guilford L. Molesworth." 
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DuBiNO the past forty years Germany has been 
engaged in a murderous trade war against Great 
Britain with unremitting energy, combined with that 
underhand trickery which is the characteristic of 
the Teuton, Using Socialists as tools, Germany has 
assiduously fomented labour unrest in our country, 
and in this trade war has been eminently succesfsful. 
As usual, Great Britain has been unprepared and 
lethargic. She had pulled down her defences, reduced 
her forces and powers of bargaining, opened the gates 
of her stronghold, allowed the produce of the enemy 
free access to our country, and given her every oppor- 
tunity of capturing our industries. As a result of this 
folly the foundations of British trade had been sapped 
by bounties and trusts, her trade slaughtered, her 
industries ruined, her workers robbed of employment, 
her resources impoverished, whilst furnishing Ger- 
many with the sinews of war. It has been truly said 
that our worst enemies are those in our own country. 
Trade-Unionists, duped by our Socialists in combina- 
tion with their Gennan Socialist comrades, fell into 
the trap, and enabled the (^ermans easily to capture 
industries by strikes and by the restriction of the 
output of labour, and by forcing wages above the 
natural level, 

35 ^ 
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In 1896 the people of England were startled, and 
to some extent roused from the " fool's paradise '* in 
which they had been Uving, by the trumpet-call, 
" The Industrial Glory of England is departing and 
England does not know it." 

This call came from Mr. Ernest Williams' book 
Made in Germany^ which described the capture by 
Germany of our iron, steel, shipbuilding, hardware, 
machinery, textile, toy, clock, glass, crockery, cement, 
leather, printing, paper, and other industries. In 
conclusion Mr. Williams wrote : — 

^^ I decline to believe that England's industrial 
character has so deteriorated that she is unable, an 
she will, to pull herself up to the German standard. 
. . . Her unique position, as imchaUenged mistress 
of the industrial world, is gone, and is not likely to 
be regained ; but some of the departed glory may 
yet be i^estored to Jier." 

Unfortunately the salutary effects of this warning 
soon passed away, "^he capture of our industries, 
which could not be denied, was attributed to any but 
the right cause ; it was accepted as inevitable, and our 
people relapsed into lethargy. The grave condition 
of our industries led to the appointment of a Royal 
Commission to inquire into the depression of trade 
and industry, and in 1898 another Commission was 
appointed to inquire into agricultural depression. 
The outcome of these Commissions was not satis- 
factory ; the very serious character of the depression 
was admitted by both Commissions, but neither could 
put forward any practical remedy. The first Com- 
mission stated, " We have but few definite recommen- 
dations to make ; " and those were of little practical 
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value. They added, " We think that the increasuxg 
severity of competition is a matter deserving of more 
attention than it has received at the hands of our 
commercial and industrial classes." They accepted 
the depression as hopeless ; adding, " We cannot 
perhaps hope to maintain to the same extent as here- 
tofore the lead which we formerly held." 

The Agricultural Conunission in like manner made 
a number of recommendations of little practical use ; 
but at the same time stated that, ^' None of them 
pretend to be anything more than palliations of the 
distress that has overtaken agriculture." They added 
that, " The majority of witnesses advised a return to 
Protection, but they * did not regard that policy as 
within the pale of practical politics.' " 
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MUNITIONS AND STRIKES 

" To the Right Hon. John Hodge, M.P., Minister 
of Labour. 
" Sir,— 

" Trade Union munition workers have brought 
indeUble disgrace on the name of the British workmap. 
As a rule they have been receiving at least three times 
their normal wage, and have done only a third (the 
Trade Union proportion) of an honest day's work, 
and have, by intimidation, prevented others from 
doing more. But not content with this, they have 
gone in for numerous strikes ^ in defence of Trade 
Union principles.' In this way they have not only 
prolonged the war — ^increased its intensity and cost — 
added enormously to the crushing burden of taxation 
— ^but have caused the slaughter of thousands of our 
brave soldiers, and those of our brave Allies, whose 
casualties have mainly been due to the want of those 
munitions that have wantonly been held back by the 
selfish greed of these miscreants. Siu^ly it is time 
that Government should take drastic measures to 
put a stop to this disgraceful scandal by combing 
out for military service some of the worst offenders 
and by sending to penal servitude for life those 
agitators who have legally incurred such pimishment. 
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Unless this be done the public will be forced to take 
the law into its own hands and administer Mynch 
law * to those cowardly skulkers, who have evaded 
military service under the pretence of working at 
munitions, but have wantonly restricted the output, 
whilst enjoying fabulous rates of wages. 
"Yours faithfully, 

"Guilford L. Molesworth. 
" May 16, 1917/' 

These words were addressed to the Minister of 
Labour at a time when the very existence of the 
nation was at stake. At that time Dr. Addison 
declared : — 

*' This strike affects, amongst other things, the 
output of big guns, tanks, and aeroplanes. The 
continuation of the British offensive depends on the 
things which are now to be finished in the shops. 
We lost three weeks over a number of guns of an 
important type, through the strike at Barrow. 
Guns and tanks being held back now, means that 
our men will suffer for it in July." 
From the outset of this war there has existed a 
conspiracy, organized and fomented by German 
agents and German money, to hamper our war opera- 
tions by impeding the output of munitions ; and Trade 
Union munition workers have been hoodwinked and 
fooled to act as tools and play into the hands of Ger- 
many. In most cases the men do not know why they 
have struck ; they have had no real grievances, and 
the pretexts for striking have been as numerous as 
the strikes. A very common pretext for a strike 
has been based on the fiction that the employers are 
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reaping an undue share of the profits arising from 
the great increase in war prices^ which they assume 
represents the profits of the employers. 

This assumption is obviously false ; any profit that 
might have gone to the employer must be largely 
diminished by the excessive wages paid to the work- 
ers — ^by the increased cost of the materials they have 
to pairchase — ^by heavy income-tax at war rates — ^by 
the difficulties, delays and restriction of labour and 
output imposed on them by Trade Union tyranny. 
These must leave but Uttle, if any, margin of profit. 
As a rule most of the profit goes to the wholesale 
dealer, the retail dealer, the middleman and the 
munition workers, who are the great " profiteers." 
Moreover, the Government takes 60 per cent, of 
the profit, and the manufacturer is not allowed to 
write off new plant ; so that if, as in most cases, he 
has largely increased it to meet the war demand, 
unless he can carry on his works at the same pitch 
when the war is ended, he will probably be a heavy 
loser. A mimition worker lately wrote to me as 
follows : — 

*' On May 1 the Government informed us we 
were a controlled establishment, and they now take 
80 per cent, of our profit ; consequently my son 
says all his efforts are thrown away, for I shall be 
worse off than if he had played all these years, as 
many yoimg EngUshmen do. ... I question whe- 
ther I should have been worse off under the Kaiser*s 
rule." 

In the Coal Strike of July, 1915, the pretext put 
forward was not that the workers were insufficiently 
paid ; but it was based on the Sociahst plea of the 
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undue share of profit to the capitalist. The local 
papers in South Wales reported that a number of 
men who were not miners had been about the dis- 
trict for several weeks, urging the miners in no uncer- 
tain way to strike ; they spoke with an American 
accent and were believed to be German-Americans. 
The local papers also reported that the miners were 
" enjoying a war boom," and that naoney was " burn- 
ing in. their pockets." 
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OUTPUT OF MUNITIONS 

The loss of labour by strikes has been enormous ; 
but a still greater and more insidious loss has been 
caused by the Socialist practice of restricting labour 
to about a third of an honest day's work. 

Trade-Unionists, under an agreement with the 
Government, consented to suspend all Trade Union 
regulations that restricted the output of munitions 
during the war, on the following conditions : (1) That 
Government should restrict the profits of the employer; 
(2) that it should be pledged to restore the Trade 
Union regulations when the war was ended ; (8) that 
no increase in output should be used as an excuse for 
cutting down piece-rates ; and (4) that unskilled men 
and women should be paid at the same wage as 
skilled workers. But although these preposterous 
demands were conceded the bargain has been 
flagrantly violated. 

In September, 1915, Mr. Lloyd George declared 
respecting the output of munitions : " The country is 
not doing its duty.^^ Reports that had been received 
showed that if the Trade Unions would suspend 
their restrictions "the output could be increased 
in some cases by thirty per cent, and in others by 
two hundred per cent. ; that made the difference 
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between victory and defeat " ; and that unless a 
change were made, we were " making straight for 
disaster.'^* To turn out the needed equipment for 
war we required " 80,000 more skilled men, and, in 
additicm, 200,000 unskilled men and women. He 
also cited numerous cases in which Trade-Unionists 
had violated their agreement, in such cases as when 
Unionists would not work with non-Unionists — ^the 
case of a man who was fined £l f or-working too quickly 
by his branch of the Friendly Society of Iron-Founders 
— ^the case of an Arsenal worker " who began by 
earning 25^. before dinner hour, the foreman said he 
was doing too much." 

In another case where they were turning out 4*6 
guns a note was circulated among the men working 
in that factory, calling attention to the fact that one 
man had finished a job in 8| hours that ought to 
have taken 81 J. "The men were invited to go and 
practically mock at this man, to watch him and keep 
their eye on him." Mr. Lloyd George also stated in 
Parliament that 1,700 men employed in urgent war- 
ship construction at Thomeycroft's yard were on 
strike ^^ against the emplojrment of men who were 
released for munition work, on the ground that 
the latter were non-Unionists." 

This wanton impedance of the output of muni- 
tions has been carried on without intermission to the 
present time in workshops where trade union foremen 
are employed. The following extract from a letter by 
a workman, lately employed in the Woolwich Arsenal, 
may indicate the extent to which passive obstruction 
is carried : — 

" I started to work on Monday ; did not do any 
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till Thursday ; then but very little ; and during 
that time have seen several men doing likewise, 
also many girls. I suppose that is what is called 
helping on the great push. One man told me he 
had got a hanging-on job— that is, he doesn't 
finish his present job until he is found another ; 
he has been two weeks like that." 
In Laird's shipyard alone the number of working 

hours lost in twenty weeks was equivalent to a full 

week's work for nearly 80,000 men. 

" The earnings of the men on the Clyde have 
increased considerably of late. A wage return 
from Greenock showed that one riveter has earned 
as much as £11 in one week. His weekly wages for 
the month ending April 14 were as follows : March 
24, £7 5s. Sd. ; March 31, £6 5s. 6d. ; April 7, 
£10 lOs. 4rf. ; April 14, £11 0^. Sd." (Letter to 
The Times, April 27, 1915). 
Since that time the wages of munition workers have 

largely increased. In fact the munition worker is 

the great " profiteer." 

" There are Trade Union workers who are to-day 
earning wages that would make many a profes- 
sional man green with envy. The middle classes, 
with incomes above the income-tax line, who have 
no Trade Union to scare the Government, have 
been the milch-cow for Imperial taxation ever since 
the working classes were given the vote, and are 
the principal sufferers through the war. The work- 
ing classes, with their time and a half, and double 
time, together with war bonuses, have absolutely 
benefited considerably. Money has never been so 
plentiful with them as it has been since the com- 
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mencement of the war. Sheltered by our Navy, 
defended by our brave soldiers, they live in peace 
and plenty '* {Ndtional Free Labour Association 
CircvUar^ May, 1915). 

Having in my younger days served my appren- 
ticeship as millwright and engine-fitter in large works 
at Mmichester, I volunteered in June, 1915, to 
work without pay, as a skilled mechanic, in Vickers* 
munition works at Crayford. My offer was accepted, 
but I was informed that my services would be more 
valuable in office work than in actual manual labour, 
and I was employed in the estimating department for 
four and a half months, imtil, imder the doctor's 
ordei:s, I had to give up the work. During that 
period it was evident to me that the output of 
munitions was systematically and very seriously im- 
peded. I endeavoured to work on the better feelings 
of the men by the following appeal : — 

AN APPEAL TO THE BRITISH WORKMAN 

" British Workmen ! I am an old man, and many 
years have passed since I served my apprenticeship 
as a paillwright and engine-fitter at Manchester. In 
those days the British workman was the pride and 
the strength of the nation^ but he has now deterior- 
ated in honour and honesty, and has disgraced the 
democracy. He has taken a mean advantage of the 
urgency of the war, not only to strike, but to wantonly 
restrict the output of munitions, without which this 
war cannot be carried out to a successful issue. 

" An unsuccessful war means a repetition in this 
country of those horrid atrocities which the Germans, 
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more like devils than human beings, have perpetrated 
in those comitries which they have invaded : women 
outraged, towns and villages wantonly destroyed by 
fire, imiversal pillage, merciless massacres of innocent 
people, in which neither age nor sex has been spared, 
mutilation and torture inflicted on their victims, and 
the whole population reduced to hopeless ruin and 
misery, such have been the acts of the invaders, con- 
nived at and even deliberately planned and ordered by 
officers of the highest rank. 

" Every restriction of output and every strike in- 
volves the death of thousands of our brave heroes, 
fighting against fearful odds to save you and yours 
from the horrors of invasion : heroes slaughtered for 
want of those munitions which have been withheld 
by selfish greed. 

" It is not as if the strikers were in want of money ; 
as a rule they have had higher wages than they ever 
before had in the course of their lives. In engineer- 
ing works men have been making as much as £13 and 
£14 a week. The men have been so highly paid 
that they do not care to work full time, and much of 
the money paid in wages has gone in drink. In Cam- 
mell and Laird's Works at Liverpool the amount of 
lost work during the past twenty weeks has been 
equivalent to a full week's work of about 30,000 
men ; the loss in other works throughout the country 
must have been enormous. 

" The conduct of the French and Russian workers 
during this war has formed a brilliant contrast to 
the disgraceful acts of the British. Even the German 
workmen have agreed that there shall be no strikes 
during the war, while England has been disgraced 
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and exposed to the danger of defeat through the 
unbridled rapacity of organized labour. 

" Think what would happen if the workers in the 
United States were to act as these wretches have done 
at a time of great national danger ; they would be 
lynched, and deservedly; in France they would be 
strung up to the nearest lamp-post by the infuriated 
populace ; in Germany they would be shot. 

" Those who have been afraid to fight, but stayed 
at home to obstruct, have sought to excuse their 
mean conduct on the plea that the employer of labour 
receives a larger share than they do of the profit 
arising from the rise in war prices, which, they assume, 
represents the profit of the employer. 

" Even if this assumption were true, the conduct 
of those who in a spirit of sordid envy have sacrificed 
the lives of their fellow-men, prolonged the war, and 
endangered the very existence of the country, would 
be unjustifiable ; but it is obviously untrue. Any 
profit that might have gone to the employers must be 
largely diminished by the excessive wages paid to 
the workers, by the increased cost of materials they 
have to purchase, by heavy income-tax at war rates 
on their industries, and|^by the difficulties imposed 
upon them by Trade Union blackmail and extortion. 
These must leave but little, if any margin of profit. 
Moreover, as a rule, most of a rise in prices goes to 
the middle man or retail dealer and to the workman. 

** There are also other inexcusable cases in which 
the output of munitions has been stopped, such as 
the scandalous loss of work days which has not been 
confined to Liverpool ; the strike at Thomycroft's 
on accoimt of the employment of soldiers on muni- 
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tion work ; the refusal to work with non-Union menj 
and the shameful restraint put upon men to prevent 
them from doing a good honest day's work, or from 
exceeding the very scanty limit of work prescribed 
by Trade Unions. 

'* I appeal to you British workmen. Try and wipe 
out this foul blot on our democracy ! There must be 
many of you, and I hope a majority, who recoil with 
disgust from the acts of these wretches, but have not 
the courage to raise a finger against them. In allow- 
ing such acts to pass without protest you become a 
party to the crime, and must share the disgrace. 
" An old Millwright and ENGiNE-FirTEE." 

I asked the deputy manager to have this appeal 
posted at the entrance gates of the works, so that the 
men might easily read it ; but he did not think it 
desirable to do so. Then I had a few copies of it 
scattered on the tables of the Y.M.C.A. Canteen, for 
the workers to read when they came for their meals ; 
but with no apparent result. 

In February, 1917, I wrote to the Prime Minister, 
calling his attention to the fact that the output of 
munitions was seriously impeded by the failure of 
the workers to do anything like an honest day's 
work ; I pointed out that the public had been led to 
believe that, by agreement between the Government 
and the labour leaders, the supply of munitions would 
be pushed on with the utmost dispatch, provided the 
position of the Trade Unions, after the war, should 
not be prejudiced thereby ; but the agreement had 
not been carried out ; although the workmen- en- 
joyed enormous wages — more than double tiiey had 
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ever received before in their lives — they not only 
limited the output of labour by doing as little as 
possible, but menaced those who tried to do other- 
wise. I had complaints from Belgian workmen that, 
although they were anxious, from patriotic motives, 
to do their utmost to save their own countrymen, 
they dared ^ot do more than the British working 
with them ; moreover they met with passive obstruc- 
tion from the foremen, who were appointed by the 
Trade Unions, so that practically more than half 
their time was wasted. I cited a case in which, with 
an equal number of men, a factory in France had 
turned out five times the number of aeroplanes of 
exactly the same type that had been turned out in 
an English factory, and I suggested that the only 
remedy for this scandal was the compulsory enrol- 
ment of all male munition workers as soldiers under 
the " Defence of the Realm Act,'* and placing them, 
as such, under direct military control. ' 

My letter was referred to the Ministry of Muni- 
tions, and I was informed by the Secretary of that 
department that " they were not satisfied that these 
were more than isolated cases,** and they had reason 
to believe that they were not to be considered as 
repr^i^nting the attitude of munition workers gener- 
ally " ; but if I would forward details of definite acts 
of restriction, the department would investigate 
them. 

In reply I sent additional evidence, including a 
letter from Dundee, all proving that the evil was 
serious and widespread and was not confined to the 
few cases I had mentioned, but that it was prevalent, 
to a very large extent, in all munition works in which 
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Trade Union foremen are employed ; the cases to 
which I had referred did not comprise overt acts, 
but rather a secret system of passive obstruction 
and veiled menace and intimidation, to which not 
only Belgians, but male and female workers are sub- 
jected ; and I suggested that for certain classes of 
work separate munition workshops should be organ- 
ized, in which only women would be employed ; but 
such women must be adequately protected from insult, 
intimidation, and " peaceful picketing." Such a 
workshop would probably yield double the output 
that can be obtained under the existing conditions. 

I also alluded to a case of a trial at Dartford 
Police Court on December 29 last, in which the evi- 
dence showed that a worker in Vickers' mimition 
shops at Crayford had been ordered by the under 
foreman to " hide himself up," when there was no 
work, and that the men were paid for the time they 
*' hid up," but witness did not know the reason for 
being told to get out of the way ; and I added, " The 
case demands investigation ; and if the foreman should 
be proved guilty of wantonly holding back the out- 
put of munitions, he should be combed out and sent 
to military duty as a soldier." 

On Friday, May 18, strike agitators were arrested 
in Manchester, Liverpool, Sheffield and Coventry, 
having incurred the penalty of penal servitude 
under the Defence of the Realm Act ; but on the 
intervention of the Prime Minister they were re- 
leased on their own recognizances. 

In June, 1917, finding that the restriction of the 
output of munitions still continued, I issued the 
following i — 
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APPEAL TO MUNITloi'liVORI^'KS* 

" Ceayford, 
" June 4i, 1W7, 

"Strikers ! Do you know why you have been 
striking ? — why you have brought disgrace on the 
name of the British workman ? — why you have been 
responsible for the death of thousands of our brave 
soldiers, whose casualties have, to a great extent, 
been due to the want of munitions wantonly held back 
by you. I have asked these questions many times, 
and have been told that scarcely any of you know why 
you are striking. The Minister of Labour has lately 
declared that : — 

' The whole oj the evidence that has come to hand^ 

shows that the sober-minded m^en do not know what 

there is to come out on strike for.* 

" From the outset of the war you have not only 
forced on numerous strikes, but you have restricted 
the output of munitions, and accessories of war, to 
the scanty Trade-Union limit of a third of an honest 
day's work, and those who have tried to do more 
have been prevented by intimidation. 

" You have had no real grievances ; to use the 
words of the AbertiUery Argus, during the Coal 
Strike of July, 1915, you have been enjoying a war 
boom, and the money has been burning in your 
pockets. Some of you have been making £14 or £15 
a week. You have been fooled by German spies and 
German-paid agitators to help Germany to win the 
war. 

" During the Coal Strike of July, 1915, the papers 
reported : — 
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**^'THefe*haie ieeh'^ifuih^ who are not miners, who 
are not Welsh or English, about the district for several 
weeks. They have been urging the miners in no 
uncertain way to strike unless their full demands are 
granted. Several of these men spoke with an Ameri- 
can accent. It is fully believed here that they are 
German-Americans.^ 

" The pretexts for strikes have been as numerous 
as the strikes. Amongst others may be mentioned : 
The Socialist falsehood that capital was reaping 
a larger share of the war-boom than labour; 
that it was necessary to safeguard ultimate laboui: 
rights ; the employment of girl workers ; a refusal 
to work with Soldiers ; the reinstatement of a 
Trade Union foreman ; a disagreement between the 
members and the executive of a Trade Union, the 
* Dilution Bill/ etc., etc. Even if your paltry 
grievances were real, they would be no justification 
for endangering the very existence of this country 
at a time when its fate is trembling in the balance. 
Have our soldiers no grievances ? Is it not a fact 
that thousands of them have given up everything — 
closed down their business, or thrown up lucrative 
positions, and cheerfully gone to the front for pay that 
you would disdain. There is scarcely a private at 
the front that would not gladly ' sign on' for the rest 
of the war for munition work on his army pay. 
Many of you in cowardice have managed to escape 
military service under the pretence of working at 
munitions, the output of which you have obstructed. 
You have been living in comfort and luxury, with 
fabulous rates of wages, while our brave soldiers are 
enduring incredible hardships, 
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" We, who have lost dear relatives and friends in 
this awful war hold you respcmsible for those losses. 
Every day brings to our shores numbers of maimed, 
blinded, crippled, broken-down victims of your 
criminal obstruction. You have stirred up a bitter 
feeling against yourselves, and it will not be surpris- 
ing if just retribution should overtake you. 

" In conclusion let me repeat the words of my 
appeal to you nearly two years ago when I was em- 
ployed in munition works y — 

' I appeal to you British workmen : Try and wipe 
out this foul blot on our democracy. There must be 
many amongst you, and I hope a majority , who 
recoil with disgust from the acts of these wretches, 
bui have not the courage to raise a finger against 
them. In allowing such acts to pass without pro- 
test, you become a party to the crime, and mu^t share^ 
the disgrace.^ 
" An old Skilled Mechanic who has 

BEEN Employed in Munition WoRkis." 
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SOCIALISM UNSOUND AND 
UNSCIENTIFIC 

Modern Socialism is based on that unintelligible 
and self-contradictory work of Karl Marx, "Kapital," 
which Socialists have styled The Bible of Social 
Democracy and the scientific foundation of the modern 
Socialist Movement.'* 

Socialists of the present day have disguised the 
ugly features and past failures of Socialism by dress- 
ing it up in the pretentious garb of " Scientific Social- 
ism," although it is, in reality, absolutely unscien- 
tific. The very foundation-stone of it rests on the 
exploded Ricardian fallacy that labour alone pro- 
duces wealth, or that all value is the product of labour. 
Professor Macleod, in his History of Economics^ has 
completely demolished this fallacy. He wrote : — 
" In short, there never was any doctrine in 
science which has received such a crushing and 
overwhelming overthrow as that labour is the 
cause of value ; hence, that system of economics 
which founds its ideas of wealth and value on labour 
is utterly fallacious '* {History of Economics^ Mac- 
leod, p. 646). 

Amongst the numerous cases Macleod has cited to 
prove the absurdity of this doctrine it will only be 
necessary to quote one : — 
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" If a lump of gold and a himp of clay were 
obtained by equal quantities of labour^ they ought 
to be of equal value " (p. 642). 
In his endeavour to prove his contention Marx 
has involved himself in a network of confusion, from 
which, in his efforts to disentangle himself, he has 
floundered out of his depth, and has had recourse 
to pseudo-scientific nonsense. He has admitted, 
with regard to his theory of " labour power," that 
" this law clearly contradicts all experience based on 
appearance," and that the whole question is en- 
veloped in mist. 
He argues : — 

^^ A commodity appears at first sight a very 
trivial thing, and easUy understood. Its analysis 
shows that it is, in reality, a very queer thing, 
abounding in metaphysical subtleties and theo- 
logical niceties. ... A commodity is, therefore, 
a mysterious thing, simply because in it the 
social character of men's labour appears to them as 
an objective character stamped upon the product 
of that labour. ... It is value, rather, that con- 
verts every product into a social hieroglyphic. 
Later on we try to decipher the hieroglyphic, to 
get behind the secret of our own social products ; 
for to stamp an object of utility as a value is just 
as much a social product as language. The recent 
scientific discovery that the products of labour, 
so far as they are values, are but material expres- 
sions of the human labour spent in their produc- 
tion, marks, indeed, an epoch in the development 
of the human race, but by no means dissipates the 
mist through which the social character of labour 
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appears to us to be an objective character of the 

products themselves," 

But, apart from the imsoimd character of Marx's 
Socialism, his assumption that labour is robbed by 
capital is absolutely disproved by the fact that the 
employers of labour in Great Britain have, for the 
past forty years, been struggling to avoid bank* 
ruptcy, and the majority of them have failed dis* 
astrously. Sir Benjamin Browne has shown from 
statistics, and from his own experience, that " labour 
gets about £10 for every £1 that is paid in dividends 
to capital '* (Industrial Peace^ p. 11). 
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SOCIALISM HAS ALWAYS FAILED 

Socialism is neither new nor untried. It has been 
tried over and over again either by State, Municipal 
or private agency, but has always failed disastrously, 
and, when carried out on an extended scale by a State, 
it has led to wholesale ruin, bloodshed and destruc- 
tion of property, followed by absolute despotism. 

Six hundred years before Christ, JEsop exposed 
the folly of the antagonism between labour and capi- 
tal in the fable of 

The Belly and the Members 

The members (labour) — ^the hands, the legs, arms, 

etc. — ^being indignant that the belly (capital) should 

remain idle whilst absorbing the fruit of their 

labour, stopped the supplies, with the result that 

they themselves began to suffer and pine away ; 

and then the fools discovered that the belly was 

essential to their very existence, and that, far from 

being idle, it was working in their interest by 

digesting the food which they had supplied and 

distributing it to the members. 

It was by the recital of this fable that Menenius 

Agrippa, the Roman Consul, quelled that which was 

practically a Socialist insurrection directed by labour 

against capital. 
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It is an old sajring that ^^ Experience keeps a dear 
school, but fools will learn in no other " ; Socialists, 
however, fail to profit by experience, and the lessons 
taught by the ghastly failures and ruin caused by 
State Socialism in France at different periods. When 
confronted with the horrors and atrocities of the 
French Revolution in the eighteenth century, they 
argue that its promoters were " not Socialists," The 
Revolution was promoted by the writings of Vol- 
taire, Diderot, and the Encyclopaedists, who attacked 
religion ; and especially by Rousseau, who in his 
Contrat Social afifirmed tiie sovereignty of the 
people, and the equality of all men ; but the move- 
ment gradually drifted into Socialism. It contained 
all the germs of modem SociaUsm, of which it may be 
said to be the parent ; its watchwords were " Lib- 
erty, Equality, Fraternity, the Rights of the People, 
etc," And what has been the result ? The most 
terrible tyranny and despotism ; a reign of terror 
which has disgraced humanity, in which innocent 
men, women and children were butchered in cold 
blood ; a fraternity which ended in the leaders 
bringing one another to the scaffold, imtil Robespierre 
only remained, and he was guillotined amidst the 
curses of the populace. Then followed the inevitable 
results of such movements, in the absolute depotism 
of Napoleon, who for nearly twenty years afterwards 
plunged all Europe into war, and inflicted upon 
France ruin from which she only recovered after the 
lapse of many years. 

Practically the French Revolution carried out 
every principle advocated by modem Socialists, 
such as the nationalization of land, the appropriation 
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of the means of production, excessive taxation of 
wealth, State workshops, and food for the unem- 
ployed, with the result described by Alison : — 

" The aspect of France was that of universal 
destitution. One would have thought that the 
whole wealth which centuries of indusrtry had accu- 
mulated had suddenly been swallowed up.*' 

" The capitalists and the middle class, indeed, 
were ruined'; but the working class was simul- 
taneously reduced to beggary. Every economic 
stroke delivered at the luxuries of one rich man 
fell on the necessities of a score of workers. There 
was first an immense accumulation, and, later, an 
immense repudiation of national debt. It was 
found an economic impossibiUty to enrich the poor 
by impoverishing the rich. The system tended to 
intensify and perpetuate itself up to the breaking 
point by its own vices ; thus as the municipalities 
throughout France copied the Paris Commime, 
they increased the distress and unemployment 
which they intended to cure, and thereby widened 
the breach between the classes " {Menace of Social- 
isniy p. 122). 

Again in 1848 the Socialist Gk)vemment of France, 
imder the influence of Louis Blanc, yielding to the 
clamour for " the Right to Work," instituted a sys- 
tem of National works and workshops ; although 
Lamartine, who held a high position in the Socialis- 
tic Gk)vemment, warned them that to do away with 
capital in order to increase employment was *' like 
drying up a spring in order to increase the flow of 
water." However, the national works and worfc^ 
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shops were established, and, as might have been 
expected, failed disastrously. The Socialist workman, 
with his notions of Uberty and equality, naturally 
declmed to do anything like an honest day's work ; 
the Grovemment was brought to the verge of bank- 
ruptcy, and the number of unemployed increased in 
a few months from about iB,000 to upwards of 100,000 ; 
and, as Lamartine told the National Assembly, 
" The rich idler we all know ; but you have created a 
class a hundred times more dangerous to themselves 
and to others, a class of pauper idlers.^^ The sequel 
showed that Lamartine was right ; for these himdred 
thousand pauper idlers congregated in Paris, broke 
out into an insurrection, which was only quelled after 
four days' heavy street fighting, in which Paris was 
wrecked ; 8,000 were killed, and about 8,500 were 
deported to Algeria. In all, about 16,000 lost their 
lives, and France fell imder the despotism of Louis 
Napoleon, which lasted for twenty years, and was 
only ended by the disastrous defeat of the French 
at Sedan. Again, the French Commimist Govern- 
ment of 1871 fortunately came to a speedy end, 
after a course of disorder, bloodshed and wanton 
destruction of property, culminating in the murder 
of the Archbishop of Paris and other clergy. The 
event has been described even by so ardent a Revolu- 
tionist as Mazzini in the following terms : — 

** A people wallowing about as if drunk, raging 
against itself . . . killing, burning, committing 
crime, without sense, aim or hope. ... It put one 
in mind of the most horrid vision of Dante's ttell." 
Yet this movement has been applauded by Social- 
ist leaders ; and Marx has declared that it will " for 
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ever be celebrated as the glorious harbinger of a new 
society." 

In the Socialist State of Paraguay most of the land 
was nationalized, and the Gk)vemment undertook 
the organization and working of industries, as well 
as the regulation of labour ; but, under this policy, 
the State was brought into a most deplorable condi- 
tion of ruin, and fell under the despotism of Francia 
as Dictator, who had all his political opponents exe- 
cuted, and set up a reign of terror. Finally, under 
military despotism, the country was dragged into 
war, and Paraguay was nearly annihilated as a nation. 
In 1870, however. Socialism was abandoned, land was 
transferred to private individuals, industries were 
encouraged, and the country enjoyed comparative 
prosperity. 

Failure, however, has not been confined to State 
Socialism. It ha^ been universal in municipal as well 
as in private communes in every country. Agj an 
example of the failure of municipal communism may 
be cited that of Milwaukee, a prosperous city of 
870,000 inhabitants, captured by the Socialist Party, 
with a Socialist mayor, and all the municipal officials 
of the party of the "Red Flag." The mayor, on 
election, had announced that they would show the 
country how the doctrines of Marx, the father of 
modem Socialism, would produce a new era in Ameri- 
can municipal government. He declared that there 
should be no unemployment, that everybody should 
have a job, vice and drunkenness were to be swept 
away, economy practised, and the cost of every- 
thing reduced ; but after twelve months of Socialist 
rule the people of Milwaukee discovered that they 
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were in a bad plight. Unfit persons, the sons, bro- 
thers or other relations of the councillors, had been 
pitchforked into the public posts ; there had been 
wholesale bribery and corruption; taxation had in- 
creased enormously ; thousands of men were walk- 
ing the streets wanting a job ; the cost of everything 
had been raised ; the number of gambling hells had 
increased ; the municipal dances, organized by the 
coimcil, proved to be meeting-places for vicious men, 
women, and criminals ; drunkenness had grown to a 
fearful extent. The mimicipality, having imdertaken 
a number of useless, faddist schemes, was hopelessly 
in debt, and on the verge of bankruptcy. The 
citizens of Milwaukee, after two years of Socialist 
mismanagement, combined to oust the municipal 
oflBcial s by a la rge majority, and to elect non-party 
Tcirfs. 

TheSociaUst municipality of Schenectady, New 
York, a city of 78,000 inhabitants, also failed, though 
not so flagrantly as Milwaukee, ^e member of it 
who at the outset was the most strenuous pro ni^tf ^ nf , 
"the movement, resigned a fter six months' experience , 
thglari ng thaF^when put to the test of practica l 
jro vemment. Socialism must fail.'* 

In the election of November, 1918, the mayor was 
defeated by a large majority, and the Socialists lost 
control of the city council. 

In France, the names of Babceuf, St. Simon, 
Fourier, Bazin, Enfantin, and others suggest a series 
of tragic failures. 

In England, the name of Owen recalls the brief 
existence of Orbiston and Titherley ; although these 
Owenite communities were supported by a very 
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capable man of business, who contributed £60,000 
to their maintenance. 

In Australia, the Murray River and the Alice 
River Socialist colonies proved absolute failures. The 
latter colony dragged on a wretched existence of 
discontent for nearly twenty years, when only three 
of its original members remained, and they sold the 
property to capitalists, who converted this com- 
munistic failure into a successful private enter- 
prise. 

In New Zealand, the following description is 
given, in 1912, by Mr. Jellicoe, formerly a prominent 
Labour candidate for Parliament in Liverpool : — 
*' During the last eight months I have revisited 
the Dominion. All my poUtical views have been 
falsified. The development and working in New 
Zealand of Socialistic reforms have resulted in 
bringing a country, possessing all the potentiaU- 
ties of prosperity, almost to the brink of financial 
and industrial ruin. Individual enterprise and 
individual thrift have been substantially anni- 
hilated ; capital has been withdrawn, or is with- 
held from private enterprise, and employment, as 
a consequence, has slackened, in some places 
ceased. The cost of hving has risen enormously. 
A similar mad, SociaUstic labour legislation has 
overtaken Australia, and the Labour Party in the 
Commonwealth and in New Zealand to-day are 
working out, not only their own destruction, but 
the destruction of all their fellow citizens." 
In the United States, Noyes, in his book on 
American Socialism, recoimts the failure of forty- 
seven commimistic societies, the capital of which was 
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estimated at £2,000,000, and which owned land to 
the extent of 150,000 acres. 

The attempt to establish the Socialist State of 
**^MftW Australia " is worthy of notice, because, 
althou^ one of the numerous instances of Socialist 
failure, it is uniqiMi in the extraordinarily favourable 
conditions under which it started — conditions which 
must have ensured success if success were possible 
imder Socialism. 

Lane, the founder of this State, was a man of great 
personality, steriing honesty, and an enthusiastic 
believer in the view that Socialism would " sweep 
away want, greed, and vice, and would establish 
peace and good will on earth." The class enlisted 
were the pick of Australian labour, accustomed to 
" rough-andrtumble work." They had implicit 
faith in their leader, sold all their possessions, and 
put the proceeds into the treasury, establishing a 
society with a capital of £20,000. The Paraguay 
Gk)vemment had given to them, with complete auto- 
nomy, the concession of a State between 500 and 600 
square miles in extent of fertile, well-watered land, 
in a good climate, with pasture land capable of sup- 
porting 700,000 head of cattle, and forests contain- 
ing valuable timber ; but the venture turned out to 
be a most disastrous failure. Listead of sweeping 
away poverty, misery and greed. Socialism, in this 
case, produced exactly the contrary effects. It 
confirmed the view expressed by the Socialist Blatch- 
ford, that imder State Socialism " life xvould be heU.^* 
It also confirmed the accuracy of Herbert Spencer's 
verdict, " All Socialism involves slavery." 

A few weeks after the formal inauguration of the 
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Slate of New Australia, acrimonious disputes broke 
out. The State was divided into two hostile fac- 
tions — those who had the soft jobs, and those who 
had to do the dirty or disagreeable work ; almost 
every one complained that others were not doing 
their fair share of work ; workers naturally resented 
being speeded up by the foremen, whom they con- 
sidered their equals, and they retorted that they 
were not slaves. One colonist wrote : " We have 
surrendered all our civil rights, and become mere 
cogs in the wheel ; in fact, a man is practically a 
slave." 

In 1894 Mr. Finlay, of the British Legation, 
reported to the Foreign Office : — 

" The colonists have started with everything in 
their favour — ^the land immune from taxation, a 
good climate, and a certain amount of capital. • . . 
They came to found Utopia, and before I visited 
the colony, had succeeded in creating (as they said) 
* a hell upon earth.'* If they fail, it will not be 
owing to any want of fertility in the land, or gener- 
osity on the part of the Paraguayan (Government " 
(Foreign Office Report, 1857, of 1894). 
A year afterwards Mr. Peel reported to the Foreign 
Office :— 

" They had only been settled three months^ in 
Paraguay, and yet, in that short space of time 
dissensions had arisen, of a nature so acute as to 
cause eighty-flve members to sever their connec- 
tion altogether with the colony. . . . They com- 
plained that life under such conditions was in- 
tolerable, and it was clear that, what with the 
absence of liberty, the isolation of existence, the 
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suspicion with which one party regarded the other, 
the mutual fear, the boycotting, the constant dis- 
putes, and hundreds of other httle disagreeable 
events that went on the whole day long, they were 
one and all disposed to agree that New Australia 
was anything but a working man's paradise. . • • 
They were so disheartened that they even begged 
Her Majesty's Consul to convey information about 
their unfortunate condition and disappointed hopes 
to their friends in Adelaide, who were almost im- 
mediately to sail in the second batch " (Foreign 
Office Report, 858, of 1895). 

At last, by a vote of the majority, Socialism was 
abandoned, the Constitition was changed, and every 
man could dispose as he pleased of the produce of 
his labour. The Paraguayan Government, approv- 
ing of this change, rescinded the agreement by which 
this SociaUst State had been created, and entered 
into a new agreement, by which every man could 
select 80 acres of land, of which he would receive the 
title-deeds when he had built a house and complied 
with the specified conditions. This gave the colon- 
ists an incitement to work, and, in an incredibly 
short space of time, comfortable houses, surrounded 
by gardens, sprang up, in substitution for the miser- 
able hovels that previously existed ; the grass lands 
became studded with cattle, and many of those who 
had previously been Socialists became capitaUsts — 
one of them owning 800 head of cattle. With this 
change moral improvement began, bringing peace 
and good will where discord, greed and jealousy had 
previously reigned. 
Lane, who very soon after the establishment of 
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the State had been censured for his despotism, 
seceded, and formed the new State of Cosme, which 
collapsed after nine years' downward course of misery 
and degradation, everything having been mort- 
gaged. 

Full and graphic accounts of this failure of the 
Socialist State of New Australia have been given in 
Stewart Grahame's interesting book Where Social- 
ism Failed (John Murray, Albemarle Street). 

It is surprising that, notwithstanding such records 
of inevitable failure, Socialism should be greatly on 
the increase in England ; and it seems probable that 
wisdom will only come to the British people through 
the instrumentality of some crushing disaster to the 
nation. 

In Russia reckless Socialism has brought about 
the most terrible results, of defeat, bloodshed, civil 
war, and utter ruin to the country, which can only 
end in more bloodshed and anarchy, until the nation 
falls under the absolute despotism of a dictator. 

In England the Social Democratic Union, the 
Independent Labour Party, the peace cranks, the 
conscientious objectors and the Christian SociaUsts 
are doing their utmost to bring on a disaster similar 
to that which has overtaken Russia. 
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Almost all ministers of religion of every denomina- 
tion agree in deploring the spiritual decay of the 
nation and the great increase of infidelity and immor- 
ality. Shortly before the war a congregational 
minister told me that a very large number of his 
congregation, caught by the Socialists and joining 
their ranks, had ceased to attend his ministrations. 

The growth of irreligion is the natural outcome of 
the open hostility to Christianity and the Bible ex- 
pressed by the acknowledged leaders of Socialism, 
by its recognized organs, by SociaUst lecturers, and by 
the blasphemous utterances of street comer and park 
agitators. 

By the law " every publication is blasphemous 
which contains a denial of the truth of Christianity 
in general, or of the existence of God, or any contemp- 
tuous reviling, or ludicrous matter relating to God, 
Jesus Christ, or the Bible, or the formulas of the 
established Church " (Digest of Common Law), Stephen. 

Until the Act was amended in the reign of George 
III, and punishments were limited to six months' 
imprisonment or fine, or both, the blasphemer was 
liable to capital pimishment. As late as 1878 Brad- 
laugh, an avowed atheist, was sentenced to six 
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months' imprisonment and a fine of £200 for blas- 
phemous publication. The sentence was reversed on 
appeal; but Socialist literature of the present day 
abounds with publications of a blasphemous character. 
Although religious teaching is practically abandoned 
in our Board schools, irreligion is openly taught in 
Socialist Sunday schools. At a public meeting in 
1910 Lord Meath said : — 

" It is not generally known that there are nearly 
5,000 children in ninety-four schools who are con- 
tinually being taught that the Christian religion 
is a myth, and that they are distinctly taught to 
hate those in better circumstances than them- 
selves." 

Since that time the number of Socialist schools 
in 1912 had increased to 217, and the number of 
scholars to about an average of 14,000. The follow- 
ing quotations are from the " Red Catechism," 
which is largely used in Socialist Sunday schck>ls. 

The Chicago teaching, although far worse than that of 
the English Socialist schools, is an indication of what 
may be expected in the future as Socialism grows 
more " advanced '' and rampant. In fact, utter- 
ances scarcely less blasphemous than those of the 
Chicago catechism have been delivered in England 
by Socialist lecturers. The following advertisements 
appeared in a leading Socialist organ in November, 
1907:— 

LiVEEPooL Secular Society, Sunday, December 1, 
by Mr. Percy Ward, formerly Wesleyan Preacher, 
2 p.m. " God's Jokes." 

National Secular Society, Liverpool Branch, 
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nejct Sunday only, December 1, 7 p.m., by Mr. H. S. 
Wishart. " Jesus Cheist a Blind Guide." 

The character of these lectures may be judged by 
the following extracts from a pamphlet issued by Mr. 
Wishart, who was announced as lecturer in the latter 
advertisement : — 

" Taking Christ's life and teaching as given in 
the four canonical gospels, the truth is that : — 
Christ is the enemy of Socialism. 
Christ's morality is directly antagonistic to 
SociaUsm. 

Christ's teaching is destructive of all human and 
social progress ; in fact, 

^' Christ is the greatest enemy of human kind.'* 

FROM "THE RED CATECHISM." 

" To what class do these poor starved children 
belong ? — ^The working class." 

" Do the rich and their children live at the ex- 
pense of those who work ? — ^Yes." 

" The poor are poor because they are robbed ; 
who creates all wealth ? — ^The working classes." 

" Who creates all poverty ? — Our capitalist 
society." 

" Can you say how much the landlord takes from 
the wages of father generally for rent ? — ^Yes, a 
fourth." 

" That is sheer robbery, is it not ? — Yes, but the 
working man cannot help it." 

" What do the coal merchants do in the winter ? 
— ^Raise the price of coal to the poor." 

''Do the landlords protest against this wicked 
robbery ? — ^No, they are pleased to see them do it." 
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The Child's Socialist Reader is another book used 
in Socialist schools. It terms Marx's Capital the 
" Bible of Social Democracy," and, quoting it, 
teaches : — 

" We should hate capitalism with a deep and 
deadly hatred. . . . Capital is the vampire that 
will not loose its hold on the labourer so long as 
there is a muscle, a nerve, a drop of blood to be 
exploited." 

The Chicago Catechism, which is taught in some 
Socialist schools in the United States, is still more 
" advanced " and outspoken than the " Red Cate- 
chism," as may be inferred from the following ques- 
tions and answers quoted from a number of similar 
passages. 

" What is God ? — God is a word used to desig- 
nate an imaginary being which people themselves 
have devised." 

*' What is heaven ? — ^Heaven is an imaginary 
place which churches have devised as a charm to 
entice their believers." 

" Who is Jesus Christ ? — Jesus Christ is the Son 
of a Jewish girl called Mary." 

" Is He the Son of God ?— There is no God, 
therefore there can be no God's Son." 

" Does Christianity stand for right ? — ^No, it 
stands for and supports all that is wrong." 

" Is adultery a sin ? — It is not, because . . ." 

(the answer is so vile that it is not produced here). 

There are many other questions and answers of a 

similar character, some so loathsome and blasphemous 

as to be unfit for repetition. 
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It is greatly to be regretted that a large number of 
persons, including clergymen, and even some bishops, 
with the very best intentions and wfith the praise- 
worthy object of remedying the deplorable social 
evils that exist, have, under the title of Christian 
Socialists, encouraged the growth of Socialism. Such 
persons incur a very serious responsibility as blind 
leaders of the blind into the loathsome ditch of Social- 
ism, involving ruin to the country, danger to re- 
ligion, and probably a recurrence of scenes of horror 
and bloodshed similar to those which disgraced 
France imder the Socialist Governments of 1848 and 
1871, and are now re-enacted in Russia. 

Social reformers have fallen under the delusion that 
existing social evils are due to, and inherent in, the 
system of private ownership of land and capital. 
They labour imder the belief that Christianity has 
been found wanting, and that the only remedy lies 
in Socialism. 

The so-called Christian Socialist misleads the ignor- 
ant masses, and gives powerful support to that real, 
practical Socialism which the masses will insist on 
having should Socialism unfortunately gain the upper 
hand in England — ^the Socialism based on Marx's 
'* Kultur," the bible of social democracy. 
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When Christian Socialists have been brought face 
to face with the mischievous character and past 
failures of that Socialism, attempts have been made 
to dissociate themselves from it. Their Socialism is 
something different ; but such attempts have been 
disavowed by the President of the Church Socialist 
League, who, in his presidential address at the annual 
Conference at Leeds in 1911, said : — 

" It should be made quite clear that, when we 
talk about Socialism, we do not mean something 
other or diflferent from that usually understood 
by the term. We mean it exactly as it is meant 
by the Independent Labour Party, or the Social 
Democratic Party. Some people have an idea 
that we are preaching a spurious Socialism which 
is called ' Christian Socialism,' and which is some- 
thing different from the Socialism of such political 
organizations as those I have mentioned. We are 
Socialists by conviction, in exactly the sense in 
which the term is ordinarily imderstood." 
The legitimate aims of the Christian social reformer 
have been admirably set forth by Bishop Westcott, 
in his presidential address to the Christian Social 
Union in 1894. They are briefly : — 

" To bring together the different classes with a 
view to strengthen the sense of fellowship by 
mutual understanding; to enforce the weight of 
mutual responsibility of employers and employed, 
of buyer and seller, of landlord and tenant ; to 
insist on the reality of social connexion as brethren 
in one Lord ; to cherish and deepen the sacred 
relations of the family, in which all relations of 
social life find their root/' 
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In shorty it should be the aim to bring into our 
daily life the appUcation of our Duty towards Gk)d 
and our neighbour as taught in the Church Cate- 
chism. Now, Sociahsm is absolutely opposed to 
these aims, inasmuch as it violates every principle 
of them. It sets class against class, employer against 
employed, tenant against landlord, labour against 
capital, poor against rich. It transgresses almost 
every principle contained in our Duty towards God 
and our neighbour, advocating class-hatred, envy, 
malice, and even instilling such poison into the minds 
of the rising generation, by means of the " Red 
Catechism" and other literature used in Socialist 
schools. 

The attitude of the average Christian Socialist 
towards the capitalist, the landlord, the employer 
of labour, is, as a rule, most unfair ; he accepts with- 
out question the fallacies and reckless statements 
made by Socialists ; he extends no consideration 
for the difficulties with which the landlord and 
employer of labour have to contend ; he overlooks 
the fact that wages, though they may be tempor- 
arily forced up, or down, by the action of Trade- 
Unionists or employers, must ultimately be deter- 
mined by the laws of supply and demand ; he is 
apt to confuse the employers of labour with rich 
idlers, American millionaires, wealthy financiers, 
speculators, importers of foreign produce, and others 
who have gained their wealth in foreign countries, 
but do not employ labour to any appreciable extent, 
and yet who represent almost entirely the extreme 
wealth of the country. He appears to be ignorant 
of the fact that the employer of labour is not rich ; 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHRISTIAN SOCIALISM 125 

that he has been for many years past working at a 
loss, or with a minimum amount of profit, often 
struggling hard to avoid bankruptcy, crushed out by 
that intolerable and ever-increasing taxation that 
has been imposed by Socialist legislation, and in 
keen competition with foreign productions which, 
admitted free, evade this heavy burden. No con- 
sideration is given to the employer, hampered and 
restricted by the exactions and limitations of Social- 
ist Trade Unions : no sympathy is extended to the 
non-Unionist workers, who, though four or five times 
more numerous than the Trade-Unionists, are de- 
prived of their right to work by the tyranny of Trade 
Unions. No compassion is felt for the middle classes, 
the small shopkeepers, or tradesmen, who have been 
ruined by those extravagant rates which Socialist 
legislation and Socialist strikes have imposed upon 
them. Too often the Christian Socialist assumes 
that the employer must be in the wrong ; this atti- 
tude has been summed up by the then Dean of Wells, 
who, in 1889, wrote : — 

" It is natural to most of us when we watch, as 
we have done recently, the stages in the campaign 
of a colossal strike, to sympathize with those who 
claim to be struggling only for a decent mainten- 
ance, rather than with those who live in ceiled 
houses and fare sumptuously every day — ^with 
Lazurus, rather than with Dives ; but very few 
of us, I imagine, were in a position to judge how 
far the conditions of the problem admitted of the 
solution which the labourers demanded.'* 
It is difficult to speak with moderation on the 
gross injustice of such Ignorant partizanship> or on 
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the folly of interfermg between employer and em- 
ployed, without full knowledge of the facts. It is 
neither fair nor honest to assume that the employer 
is always in the wrong, and it is most unwise to inter- 
fere in ignorance whether the workers may not be 
injured rather than helped by such interference. 

Father Bernard Vaughan, in a sermon preached 
in the United States, has repudiated in the strongest 
terms the Christian SociaUst notion that Christianity 
has been foimd wanting, s^d that the only remedy 
lies in Socialism. He said : — 

*' If there are Socialists who tell me that Chris- 
tianity has already been tried and found wimting, 
with all the vehemence of my soul I deny it, and 
from this pulpit I declare, before the world, that 
it is not Christianity that has failed ; but, on the 
contrary, it is the plentiful lack of Christianity in 
those calling themselves Christians which is at the 
root of our present anarchy imd social misery and 
slavery. . . . The rivalry between capital and 
labour, if the teachings of Christ were followed, 
would be a rivalry of service, as in reality the true 
measure of Christian greatness must be interpreted 
in terms of service both to God and our neighbour. 
. . . The solution of the economic problems be- 
fore us to-day begins, not with the reform of 
society, but with the reform of the individual. I 
repeat, the greatest social reformer the world has 
yet seen was Christ Himself; and it was to the 
individual He appealed when He came to redeem the 
race." 

" Read the deliberate utterances of its founders 
and of its leaders in every land, and at every stage 
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of its progress, and you can come to no other con- 
clusion than that the pioneers, philosophers and 
representatives of thorough-going Socialism have 
proclaimed that between Socialism and religion 
no banns can be pubUshed, no alliance can be 
recognized, no union can occur. ... No doubt I 
shall be told by some Socialists that Marx counts 
as a back number, that he and his doctrine are 
' dead and gone. That is not true. Marx and 
]&igels are still classical, even here in the New 
World. The authority and influeuce of Marx to- 
day remains undimmed and undiminished. The 
victory of the Marxists at the Amsterdam Congress 
gives the He to the mild utterances of my objectors " 
(Bernard Vaughan, Socialism Jram a Christian 
Standpoint), 

In an article in the Church Times of September 
27, 1912, the writer declares, " Socialism without 
Christianity we dread and hate " ; and, after quot- 
ing Mr. W. Russell's saying, " In the name of Social- 
ism is now being preached the doctrine of devils," 
he asked the question, '' Can there not be such a 
thing as Christian Socialism ? " The answer to this 
question must be decidedly " No ! Ye cannot drink 
the cup of the Lord and the cup of devils " (1 Cor. 
X. 21). Christianity and Socialism are in deadly 
antagonism. We must consider Socialism, not as 
that unpractical an d unreal dream which nr^ ]y pyjs^ s 
Hn th6 bl'ahi ot w ell-meaning , delude d en thusiasts, 
iHit tnat reai Sociansm wmcn the masses will insist 
upon— a socialism of plunder and revolution, tha t 
^ preachecL by anarchists at our street comers and 
in our parks ; a Socialism, the acknowledged leaders 
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of which openly adv ocate class ha tred, violence, 
' spoliation", impurtty and at heism as essential teature s 
51 their svstem. ^ rne very term " Christian Social- 
ism " is self-contradictory. As well might one speak 
of Christian hate, Christian impurity, Christian rob- 
bery, Christian atheism. To mix up Christianity 
with Socialism is like mixing pure with foul water. 
Unfortunately, the Socialism of the majority appeals 
to the lowest instincts of men ; and those who answer 
such an appeal always come to the front in Socialist 
movements, just as the scum rises to the surface of 
dirty water. The moderate men, who would uphold 
liberty, justice, law and order, are submerged and 
finally enslaved. 

Overwhelming evidence in support of this state- 
ment has been afforded by the Socialists themselves, 
as may be seen in Appendix No. I, which gives 
numerous quotations from the utterances of Social- 
ist leaders. Socialist manifestos, and Socialist or- 
gans, preaching doctrines of hatred, immorality, 
spoliation, violence and assassination. The quota- 
tions are not those of extremists, but they are those 
of all the acknowledged prime movers of modem 
Socialism : Marx, Engels, Bebel, Zacher, Aveling, 
Bakunin, Hyndman, Blatchford, Bernard Shaw, 
Quelch, Morris, Bax and others. 

* The fearful extent to which the doctrines of violence 
and*assassination have been actually carried out is given in 
Appendix No. I. 
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THE "CHRISTIAN" SOCIALISM OF 
KINGSLEY AND MAURICE 

The claim that Christian Socialists have made to the 
support of their aims by Kingsley and Maurice, is a 
libel on those philanthropists, and an insult to their 
memory. If they were now alive, they would be 
foremost in repudiating it. In fact, Kingsley has 
repudiated it in the strongest terms possible. 

In the preface to a later edition of AUon Locke he 
wrote to the working men of Great Britain : — 

" If any man still represents the holders of pro- 
perty, as a class, as the enemies of those whom 
they employ, desiring their slavery and their 
ignorance, I believe that he is a liar, and the child 
of the Devil, and that he is at his father's old work, 
slandering and dividing between man and man. 
... If you are better off than you were in 1848, 
you owe it principally to those laws of political 
econqmy which I call the brute natural accidents 
of supply and demand, or to the exertions which 
have been made by upright men of the very classes 
whom demagogues have taught you to consider 
as your natural enemies. . . . How little have 
the working men done to carry out that idea of 
association, in which, in 1848-49, they were all 
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willing to confess their salvation lay ? Had the 
money which was wasted in the hapless Preston 
strike been wisely spent in relieving the labour 
market by emigration, or in making wages more 
valuable, by enabling the workman to buy, from 
co-operative stores and mills, his necessaries, at 
little above cost price, how much sorrow and heart- 
burning might have been saved. . . . God grant 
that the workmen may bestir themselves ere it be 
too late, and discover that the only defence against 
T^ant is self-restraint ; the only defence against 
slavery, obedience to rule ; and that, instead of 
giving themselves up bound, hand and foot by 
their own fancy for a "freedom,*' which is but 
selfish and conceited licence, to the brute accidents 
of the competitive system, they may begin to organ- 
ize among themselves associations for buying and 
selling the necessfuries of life." 
In fact, the so-called " Christian Socialism " of Kings- 
ley and Maurice was neither more nor less than Co- 
operative association. Mr. G. W. Russell, in his 
chapter on " Christian Socialism," writes : — 

" Maurice taught, imd others echoed, that the 

workmen, by imiting themselves in Co-operative- 

f producmg associations, could eliminate the profits 

' of dead capital; and abrogate the ferocity of the 

r competitive struggle." 

Kirkup, in his article on " Christian Socialism," 
writes : — 

" The leaders were Maurice, Kingsley, and Mr. 
Ludlow. . . . Mr. Ludlow was the economist 
of the movement, imd it was with him that the 
idea originated of starting Co-operative associa- 
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tions. ... In the north of England they joined 
hands with the Co-operative movement inaugw- 
ated by the Rochdale pioneers.'* 
Every thoughtful Christian must S3mipathize with 
the aspirations of Kingsley and Maurice for co- 
operation — ^a very different thing from modem 
Marxian Socialism, that advocates unchristian prin- 
ciplesy stirs up class hatred, and violates almost 
every principle enunciated in '* My Duty towards my 
Neighbour " in the Catechism. 

In fact, as the following quotations from leading 
Socialists prove, Co-operation is bitterly opposed by 
Socialists :-— 

'* Co-operation is diametrically opposed to 
Socialism and belongs to joint stock individual- 
ism" (Webb, Fabian Tract, 51). 

** Co-operation, so far from being Socialism, is the 
very antithesis of Socialism " (Belfort Bax, Religion 
of Socialism, p. 44). 

" If all workers were very thrifty, sober, industri- 
ous, and abstemious, they would be worse off in the 
matter of wages than they are now " (Blatchford, 
Britain for the British, p. 127). 

"Temperance, thrift, industry only serve to 
make labour an easier or a more valuable prey to 
capital " (Quelch, Economics of Socialism, p. 16). 

" Co-operation as carried on in England is an 
obstacle and danger to the Socialist cause " {The 
Social Democrat, April, 1907). 

"The so-called thrift and temperance move- 
ments are essentially antagonistic to Socialism^ ^ 
{The New Catechism, p. 40). 
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MY DUTY TO GOD AND TO MY 
^ NEIGHBOUR 



Church and Socialist Teaching Contrasted 



CHURCH catechism 

My Duty towards 
God, is to believe in Him, 
to fear Him, to love 
Him, with all my mind, 
with all my soul, and with 
all my strength ; to wor- 
ship Him, to give Him 
thanks> to put my whole 
trust in Him, to call upon 
Him, to honour His holy 
name and His word, and 
to serve Him truly all 
the days of my life* 



socialist 

" Q. Do we owe a duty 
to God ? — A. There is no 
(Jod, therefore we owe 
Him no duty." — Chicago 
Socialist Sunday School 
Catechism. 

" Christ is the enemy of 
Socialism. Christ's mor- 
ality is directly cmta- 
gonistie to Socialism, 
Christ's teaching is des- 
tructive of all human and 
Social progress. In fact 
Christ is the Great 
Enemy of Mankind." — 
Whishart, Lecturer^ 

Liverpool Secular Society. 

" I deny the existence 
of a Heavenly Father; 
I deny the efficacy of 
prayer ; I deny the 
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My Duty towards my 
Neighbour, is to *love 
him as myself, and to do 
to all men, as I would 
they should do unto me : 



providence of God '* — 
Blatchford, Clarion, 
Oct., 1904. 

"We aim, in the 
domain of politics, at 
Republicanism ; in the 
domain of economics, at 
Socialism ; in the domain 
of what is to-day called 
religion, at atheism." — 
Rebel. 

" We preach the gospel 
of hatred, because, in the 
circumstances, it seems 
the only righteous thing 
we can preach. To talk 
of the gospel of love is 
simply solemn rubbish." 
— Class War. 

*' We should hate cap- 
italism and landlordism 
with a deep and deadly 
hatred, and strive with 
all our might completely 
to change society into 
Socialism. . . . Capital is 
a vampire^which will not 
lose its hold on the lab- 
ourer so long as there is 
a muscle, a nerve, a drop 
of blood to be exploited." 
-^The ChiUTs Socialist 
Reader. 
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To love, honour, and ^^ Socialism annihilates 
succour my father and family life. With the 
mother: abolition of private pro- 

perty, marriage in its 
present form must dis- 
appear ; this is part of the 
programme.** — Oscar 
Wilde. 

"In the new moral 
world the irrational 
names of husband and 
wife» parent and child, 
will*be heard no more.** — 
Owen, The Marriage 
System. 

"A new development 
of the family would take 
place. ... An associa- 
tion, terminable at the 
needs of either party.** — 
Morris & Bax, Socialr 
ism^ its Growth and (hU- 
came. 

To honour and obey the " I am a Socialist. We 
King and all that are put Socialists utterly disre- 
in authority under him. gard the life of Kings.** — 

The assassin of the King 
of Greece, March, 1918. 
"There is no reason 
why a Social Labour 
Party man should take 
an oath of loyalty to 
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King Edward VII, and 
heirs for ever, and swear 
to uphold the Constitu- 
tion we are out to des- 
troy." — The Sodalisiy 
organ of the S.L.P., 
April, 1908. 

" I regard the exist- 
ence of a King as a proof 
of lunacy among the peo- 
ple.*' — Keir Hardee, 
M.P., July 25, 1910. 

"England to-day is 
divided into three classes 
— ^beggars, robbers, and 
workers ; the chief of 
these robbers is the 
King. *' — ^M. Davidson, 
described in the New 
York Call as "the 
mouthpiece of English 
Social Democracy.'' 

" We Socialists intend 
to do all we can to spread 
mutiny in the Army." — 
H. NoRTHCOTE, meeting 
of B.S.P., Feb. 9, 1912. 



To submit myself to 
all my governors, teach- 
ers, spiritual pastors and 
masters : 



" Soon again the un- 
erring hand of time will 
sweep away the memory 
of bishops, popes, cmd 
every variety of fakir, 
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upon the heap where sor- 
cery and witchcraft al- 
ready lie, in the merciful 
obliteration of utter de- 
cay." — Bradford Social- 
ist Vanguard^ Aug., 1819. 

" Q. Should we pray?— 
A. We should not. By 
prayer we only waste 
time, as there is no God. 
Q. But preachers say 
that prayer helps us ; 
what of that ?— -4. That 
is a contemptible hum- 
bug." — Chicago Sunday 
School Catechism. 

"The Holy Catholic 
Church may go hang; 
when we have nothing 
more important to do, 
it might be possible 
to amuse ourselves by 
crumpling it up."— TAe 
Socialist Standard. 



To order myself lowly 
and reverently to all my 
betters : 



" The Catechism teach- 
es the kid to order him- 
self lowly and respect- 
fully before his betters. 
Who are his betters ? 
The landlord and all that 
class. Why should he 
lower himself ? Why 
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should he obey the King ? 
The King is no better or 
higher than any one else." 
— J^ Taylee, speech at 
a public baptism of a 
Socialist's child. Justice 
Hall, Coventry. 

To hurt nobody by word " There is no need to 
or deed : be horrified at the pos- 

sible use of force, or to 
cry murder at the right- 
ful suppression of exist- 
ences — at forcible ex- 
propriation and so forth." 
— ^Bebel. 

" We are prepared to 
use any means — any 
weapons — ^from the bal- 
lot-box to the bomb — 
from organized voting to 
organized revolt — from 
Parliamentary contests 
to political assassination, 
— which opportunity 
offers, and will help us to 
the end we have in view." 
— ^H. QuELCH, Jtistice^ 
Oct., 1908. 

To be true and just " Justice is a crack- 
in all my dealings : brained idea foisted on 

the world by a phantom. 

Is is of no importance to 
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me whether an action is 
just or unjust. If I am 
powerful enough to per- 
form wiy deed whatever, 
then I am justified in 
doing it." — Stibneb. 

To bear no malice nor " We are accused of 
hatred in my heart : preaching the gospel of 

hate and stirring up 
actual conflict. We do 
preach discontent, and we 
mean, if we can, to stir 
up actual conflict." — 
Hyndman. 

To keep my hands from " The great act of con- 
picking and stealing, fiscation will be the seal 

of the new era; then, 
and not till then, will the 
knell of civilization, with 
its rights of property, and 
its class society, be 
sounded." — ^Bax, Ethics 
of Socialism. 

"The theory of the 
Communists may be 
summed up in a single 
sentence : Abolition of 
private property." — 
Marx & Enoels, Mani- 
festo. 

"The resolution to 
make an end of private 
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property is gathering 
force day by day." — 
Preface to Fabian Essays. 
" Capitalist society will 
not compensate the thief, 
when taking away from 
him his booty. Social- 
ism will not compensate 
property owners when 
taking away their pro- 
j)erty.*' — ^Proudhon. 



and my tongue from evil- ^^ Capitalism is a sys- 
speaking, Ijdng, and slan- tem which speaks for 
dering : sweating, swindling, adul- 

teration, slave - driving, 
piracy and murder.** — 
Hyndham. 

" Teach the vile blood- 
suckers who are the 
stronger, when robbers 
and workers confronted 
shall stand.** — Social De- 
mocroHc Song-book. 

To keep my body in " If all workers were 
temperance, soberness, very thrifty, sober, indus- 
trious, and abstemious, 
they would be worse off 
in the matter of wages 
than they are now.** — 
Blatchford, 
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" Temperance, thrift, 
industry, only serve to 
make labour an easier 
or more valuable prey to 
- capital.'' — ^QuELCH, Eco- 
nomics of Socialism. 

" If all the workers 
were to become teetotal- 
lers and vegetarians, 
wages would inevitably 
fall to the wretched level 
of Oriental markets." — 
Davidson, The Old Order 
and the New. 

and chastity : " We, and with us in 

this most Socialists, con- 
tend that chastity is un- 
healthy and unholy.'' — 
Ei^ANOR, daughter of 
Marx, and "free wife" 
of Dr. Aveling. 

" To be moi'al is to be 
vulgar ; to be immoral is 
to be cultured. ... All 
progress involves the 
beating of honour and 
chastity from their posi- 
tion. Duty is a primal 
curse, from which we 
must redeem ourselves. 
Unless woman repudiates 
her womanliness, her 
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Not to covet nor desire 
other men's goods ; but 
to learn and labour truly, 
to get mine own living, 
and to do my duty in 
that state of life, unto 
which it shall please God 
to call me. 



duty to her husband, to 
her children, to society, 
to the law, and to every- 
body but herself, she can- 
not emancipate herself. 
Therefore woman has to 
repudiate duty alto- 
gether." — Bernard 
Shaw. 

" Q. Is adultery a sin ? 
— A. It is not a sin, be- 
cause . . ." — Chicago Sun- 
day School Catechism. 

" We wwit no marriage 
bond ; we want no bonds 
at all ; we do want free 
love." — Justice^ the or- 
gan of the Socialist De- 
mocratic Party. 

"How to secure the 
swag to the workers is 
the problem."— rA^ Old 
Order and the New. 

" Definitely wid clearly 
our purpose is to deprive 
these people of their pres- 
ent way of living, and 
make the wealth which 
passes into their posses- 
sion available for the 
national life." — The Case 
for Socialism. 
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*' Socialism is the sys- 
tem of society, where the 
income of the country 
is to be divided up into 
exactly equal propor- 
tions, every one to have 
it, whether idle or rich, 
young or old, good or 
bad. Any man that does 
not believe that is not 
a Socialist." — ^Bernard 
Shaw. 

Further quotations from the speeches wid writings 
qf the acknowledged leaders and organs of SociaUsm, 
proving abundantly the anti-Christian character of 
Socialist teaching are given in the Appendix No. I. 
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The firm hold that Socialism has obtained within 
the Church of England is evidenced by a remarkable 
petition which was drawn up by the Church Social- 
ist League, for presentation to the Convocation of 
the Provinces of Canterbury and York. This peti- 
tion, which was in the care of the Bishops of Birming- 
ham and Wakefield, urged that the labour unrest was 
due to the discovery by the working classes that they 
have become " mere hirelings " ; while the vast in- 
crease in the national wealth is absorbed mainly by 
a comparatively small section of the commimity. 
The petitioners declared that the Church should 
teach that private ownership and control of land 
and Capital should forthwith cease — ^a declaration 
on all fours with the Socialist shibboleth " the 
nationalization of the means of production, distribu- 
tion and exchange.*' 

With reference to this petition the following letter 
was sent to the Bishop of Birmingham : — 

" My Lord Bishop,— As one who in the past has 
been a member of the House of Laymen, and of the 
Church Council, may I respectfully ask your careful 
consideration of certain points connected with Social- 
ism, before you give the weight of your great influ- 
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ence to that petition which has been drawn up in 
favour of Socialism, for presentation to Convoca- 
tion ? 

" Let me at once express my entire sympathy with 
the endeavour to remedy the deplorable poverty, 
distress and social inequalities now existing, by the 
application of the principles of the Gospel to our 
social life ; but I must join issue with you when you 
find that the only means of doing this is through the 
agency of Socialism. I am convinced that not only 
will Socialism greatly intensify the evils which we 
deplore, but that it has actually been a very potent 
factor in creating those evils. 

" First, let me discriminate between that dream of 
SociaUsm which exists only in the brains of amiable 
but mistaken enthusiasts, and that real, practical 
Socialism which the masses will insist upon having, 
should Socialism unfortunately get the upper hand 
in England — ^a Socialism in which leaders openly 
advocate class hatred, robbery, violence, immorality 
and atheism, as the necessary and logical outcome of 
their principles. These doctrines are promulgated, 
not merely by extremists, but by the acknowledged 
leaders of Socialism, by the Socialist papers, wid by 
Socialist manifestos. In Socialist schools children 
are taught that Christianity is a mjrth, and class hatred 
of those in better circumstances than themselves is 
inculcated, and also the negation of almost every 
principle of the teaching of the Church, in our duty 
to our God and to our neighbour. 

"Herbert Spencer, the sympathetic defender of 
the labouring classes, has rightly declared that ' all 
Socialism involves slavery.' Socialism is neither 
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new nor untried. It has been tried over and over 
again, always with the same disastrous results, 
whether in State or private commune. In France, 
the names of St. Simon, Fourier, Bazard, and Enfan- 
tint suggests a series of tragic failures. In England, 
Owen's name recalls the brief existence of Harmony 
Hall and Orbiston, although the movement was sup- 
ported by a capable man of business, who contri- 
buted £60,000 to its support. In the United States 
we have records of the failure of forty-seven communes, 
although endowed with about £2,400,000, and land 
to an extent of 150,000 acres. State Socialism or 
Communism in France has always failed disastrously. 
" Tte French Revolution, which contained many 
germs of modem Socialism, drew its inspirations 
from the writings of Voltaire wid Diderot but more 
especially from the ' social contract ' of Jean Jacques 
Rousseau. It practically carried out many of those 
pernicious doctrines which are advocated by modem 
Socialists. It aboUshed all religion, wid set up for 
worship a licentious woman, as the (Joddess of Liberty. 
Its watchwords were Uberty, equality, fraternity, 
the rights of humanity, etc., wid what has been their 
fruit ? The most detestable tyranny and despotism, 
a reign of terror, which has been a disgrace to human- 
ity — ^a wholesale butchery of innocent men, women 
and children — and a fraternity which ended by the 
leaders bringing each other to the scaffold, until only 
Robespierre remained, and he was guillotined amongst 
the curses and execrations of the people. The out- 
come of this movement was the absolute despotism 
of Bonaparte, which plunged all Europe into war, 
and inflicted ruin upon France, from which she has 
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never fully recovered. The Socialist schools of St. 
Simon and Fourier were the offspring of the revolu- 
tion ; and even Proudhon, the author of the phrase 
* Property is theft/ protested against the ' detestable 
prurient immorality ' of those schools. 

" The French Socialistic (Jovemment of 1848 failed 
disastrously. Yielding to the clamour for right to 
work, they instituted national works and workshops, 
although Lamartine, who held a high position in the 
Government, warned them that ' to do away with 
capital in order to increase employment is like drying 
up a spring in order to increase its flow.' Neverthe- 
less, the works and workshops were established, and, 
as might have been expected, failed absolutely. The 
Socialist workmen, with their notions of liberty and 
equality, naturally declined to do an honest day's 
work. The number of unemployed increased in a 
few months from 8,000 to more than 100,000 ; the 
Government were brought to the verge of bankruptcy, 
and, as Lamartine told the National Assembly: 
' The rich idler, we all know ; but you have created a 
class one hundred times more dangerous to them- 
selves and to others — ^a class of pauper idlers.' The 
sequel showed that Lamartine was right, for these 
hundred thousand pauper idlers broke out into an 
insurrection, which was only quelled after four days' 
hard street fighting, in which Paris was wrecked, 
8,000 men were killed, and 8,500 arrested and deported 
to Algeria. Then came the usual result of such 
movements — ^absolute despotism under Louis Napo- 
leon, which lasted twenty years, and only ended 
with the invasion of France and the defeat of the 
Emperor at Sedan. The French Commune of 1871 
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fared little better, and ended in much loss of life and 
destruction of property. 

^^ I have already stated that Socialism has been a 
very potent factor in creating those social evils which 
we deplore. Let me say a few words in justification 
of that statement. Lecky has rightly said : ^ No 
truth of political economy is more certain than that 
a heavy taxation of capital, which starves industry 
and emplojrment, will fall most severely on the poor.' 
Now, the present Government has sold itself to the 
Socialists, in order to secure their vote, without which 
it cannot maintain itself in power ; and the Socialist 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has insolently avowed 
his intention of ' robbing hen-roosts ' (capitalists), 
and also of ' taxing landowners out of existence.' 
The Socialists, imder the name of Progressives, have 
also acquired very great influence in the county, 
urban, and municipal councils. Under these influ- 
ences Socialistic measures have been passed, which 
have enormously increased rates and taxes, and this 
has naturally recoiled upon the working classes and 
the poor. 

" About ,a quarter of a century ago, Herbert Spen- 
cer warned us of this danger to the working classes. 
He pointed out that the enormous and progressively 
increasing rates and taxes — ^falling, as they did, 
chiefly on the employers of labour — must be met from 
the industries of those employers, and, eventually, 
by the working classes themselves, by reduction of 
wages or unemployment. Since that time the rates 
and taxes have increased by leaps wid bounds. Im- 
perial taxation has nearly doubled, and local taxa- 
tion more than doubled. A few examples will show 
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how poverty and distress have been distinctly trace- 
able to this cause. The Socialistic taxation of land 
has ruined agriculture, and driven agricultural 
labourers to swell the ranks of the unemployed. 
Mr. Lloyd (Jeorge's policy of * taxing the landowner 
out of existence,' has been so far successful that in a 
certain locality the rate has actually amounted to 
£l Ss. 4(i. per £ of rental ; or in c^er words, if the rate 
be paid, not only will the landowner be robbed of the 
whole of his rent, but he will be further penalized to 
the extent of d^. 4d in the £, for having the misfor- 
tune to own land. 

" The demand for a Dreadnought on the Thames 
has brought to light a case in which the Progressives 
have been the direct cause of unemployment, by 
that reckless, criminal extravagance exposed some 
few years ago, which raised the rates to such an ex- 
tent as to have rendered ship-bmlding on the Thames 
impossible, and to have driven Yarrow's great ship- 
building establishment away from Poplar, leaving 
some 8,000 imemployed in that borough alone ; and 
the Thames Ironworks Company have since succumbed 
to the same cause. Again, the extravagance of the 
Progressive Party has greatly increased poverty in 
London. Last year Mr. Brine, in an article pub- 
Ushed in the Daily Express^ has shown that the back 
streets of London are full of tragedy, bitter poverty 
and suffering; and he has adduced a number of 
cases in which poor people have been sent to prison 
in consequence of their inability to pay the extrava- 
gant rates that have been imposed upon them. The 
capture of Trade Unions by Socialists has given rise 
to many strikes, not on questions of trade disputes. 
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but for the purpose of disturbing social order ; general 
strikes, in which men without any real grievance 
embark ; strikes of a character which must neces- 
sarily paralyse all business and trade throughout the 
country; increase prices; and inlBict untold dis- 
tress and poverty on the working classes and the 
poor, and which, whether successful or not, must 
necessarily leave a legacy of ruin in their train. 

"Mr. Lowth, Secretary of the General Railway 
Workers' Union, in evidence before the late Railway 
Commission, admitted that the men ^ had no griev- 
ance of any sort.' He simply ordered them to come 
out, and they came out ; and, after a time, he ordered 
them to go back, and they went back like so many 
slaves. Some Socialists have attempted to confuse 
Socialism with the conditions of those early Chris- 
tians who volimtarily sold their possessions, and laid 
the price of them at the feet of the apostles ; but this 
is not Socialism. It is a very different thing from 
tha^t forced robbery of property advocated by the 
Socialists. If they really desire a return to the con- 
ditions existing amongst the early Christians, their 
desire can easily be attained. Let the members of 
the Church Socialist League, if they be consistent in 
this desire, pledge themselves to act up to the stand- 
ard, and as many as are possessors of lands or houses, 
sell them, and bring the prices of thethings that were 
sold and lay them ^ at the apostles' feet,' that is at 
the feet of the Bishops of Birmingham and Wake- 
field, so that distribution might be ^ made unto 
every man according as he had need.' 

«' Let this be their aim, instead of encouraging a 
vile system which would abolish all religion, would 
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subvert all ideas of purity and morality, would 
destroy the sanctity of family life, and, if adopted, 
would increase enormously the existing |k)verty and 
misery — a system 6t Socialism, under which, to use 
the words 6f the Socialist editdr of The Clarion^ 
' No one could live. It would be hell.' 
"Yours faithfully, 

*' GUILFOED L. MOLESWORTH." 

The Bishop of Birmingham in reply wrote : — 

** The presentation of a petition to Convocation 
is a purely formal matter, ju^ as is the presenta- 
tion of a petition to Parliament ; it does not imply 
any agreement with the prayer of the petitioners. 
Just as a Member of Parliament presents i>etitions 
from that division, so I presented a petition because 
the chairman of the petitioning body was one of 
my clergy.^* ^ 
The Bishop of Wakefield wrote :— 

" As a matter of fact, the presentation of a peti- 
tion does not in the least imply sympathy with its 
objects. So far as my personal action was con- 
cerned, I did not present the petition, and the 
newspaper extract is misleading. I sent a noti- 
fication to the press, pointing out clearly that I had 
no sympathy with the main tendency of the 
petition. I need hardly assure you that I am 
entirely oppbsed to the teaching of modern 
Socialism. I should, however, have presented the 
petition as a ministerial act, had it been in proper 
form; and I should have taken the opportunity 
of dissociating myself from its advocacy of State 
ownership and abolition of private property." 
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la 1918 the Bishop of London, at a meeting of 
Christian Socialists, proposed an alliance of the Church 
with the revolutionary Labour Socialist movement. 
This drew forth the following letter : — 

" The Manor House, 

" Bexley, Kent, 

''January 25, 1918. 
" My Lord Bishop, — 

* In your speech of the 28rd inst., to the meeting 
of Christian Socialists in Caxton Hall, yOu are 
reported to have said : — 

' The Labour movement, as represented by 
those who sat in the House df Conunons, was really 
a religious movement. The Church had no right 
to be satisfied with the state of things as it existed 
to-day, and in this sense they ought to be revolu- 
tionists.' 

" In other words you advocate the alliance of the 
Church with the revolutionary Labour-Socialist 
movement. 

" Although I sjrmpathize, heart and soul, with 
those who, like yourself, desire to remedy the deplor- 
able social conditions now prevailing, I must protest 
against the proposed alliance with a movement, 
which is not only avowedly anti-Christian, but which 
has caused that pauperism, misery and unemploy- 
ment which we all deplore. 

" The poverty and distress prevailing in East Lon- 
don has been caused mainly by the reckless extrava- 
gance of Progressive Socialists, and more especially 
by the reprehensible conduct of the Labour-Socialist 
Members of Parliament, Crooks and Lansbury, who, 
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to use the words of the Report to the Loeal Govern- 
ment Board on the Poplar Union, are : — 

^ In no small degree responsible for the effects 
of a policy which has led to the pauperism of great 
numbers of the inhabitants of the district, with 
the inevitable growth of sweating and starvation 
wages, and to an increase of expenditure which 
has inlSicted much hardship upon struggling trades- 
men and others.' 

" The disastrous effects of this Labour-Socialist 
policy, which has rendered shipbuilding in East Lon- 
don impossible, have lately culminated in the clos- 
ing of the Thames Ironworks, which has thrown more 
than a thousand workmen out of emplojrment, thus 
completing the ruin of the numerous firms of that 
once prosperous shipbuilding centre. 

** But it is not in East London alone that Socialism 
under its various forms and disguises of Progres- 
sivism, S3mdicalism, Anarchism, Nihilism, or Socialis- 
tic legislation is leaving poverty and unemployment 
in its train; the general strikes throughout the 
country, incited by Socialists, not in the interests of 
workers, but for the subversion of social order, have 
brought ruin and misery to the wives and families 
of the workers, raised prices, and driven away trade. 
The Socialistic legislation of Mr. Lloyd George, in 
increasing burdens upon land, ruining agriculture, 
taxing owners of property out of existence, and gener- 
ally attacking capital, has enormously increased 
taxation, and, as Lecky has rightly said : — 

^ Heavy UuMUion of capital^ which starves industry 
and employment^ xviU fall most heavily upon the poor.^ 
" Let me implore you to consider the very serious 
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moral responsibility which you incur in lending your 
very great influence to the encouragement of such a 
mischievous movement, and thus inducing your fellow 
clergy to act as blind leaders of the blind into the 
loathsome ditch of Socialism \ involving misery to 
the poor, ruin to the country, and probably a recur- 
rence of such terrible scenes of horror and bloodshed 
as resulted from the French Revolution — ^from the 
French SociaUst Government of 1848 — and from the 
French Socialist Commune of 1871. 

" Socialism has been tricki over and over again, 
always with the most disastrous results, and has 
always been attended by failure and misery to all 
concerned. 

" Yours faithfully, 

" Guilford L. Molesworth." 
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SiE GuiLFOED Molesworth's letter to the Bishop 
of London» however displecising it may be to the 
prelate, will command the approval of the great 
majority of members of the Church. The Bishop, 
in a recent speech, not only eulogized the work of 
the Labour Party in Parliament — about which Mr. 
Philip Snowden has expressed a very opposite opin- 
ion — but urged that Churchmen should be revolu- 
tionists. We have no doubt that Dr. Ingram's heart, 
not for the first time, commanded his head, and that 
his thoroughly amiable desire for a better social and 
moral order made him unfortunately careless in the 
use of words. Loose talk of " revolution " is a folly 
of which fanatics and visionaries are frequently 
guilty. But it may surely be demanded of a man in 
the position of the Bishop of London that he should 
weigh his public utterances. If he had done so it is 
hardly conceivable that Dr. Jngram should have 
sought to identify the Church with English Socialism. 
There are, of course, many so-called Christian Social- 
ists, just as there are many so-called Christian Scien- 
tists. But Christianity has as little to do with the 
one as with the other. The clergymen who preach 
what is known as Christian Socialism succeed in ignor- 
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ing the accepted doctrine of Socialism, which is 
definitely and unquestionably anti-Christian, scep- 
tical, and even markedly atheistic. This attempt to 
reconcile the irreconcilable does neither credit nor 
good to the Church, for it is obvious to all plain men 
that the cWer persons who are responsible for Social- 
ism, wiUi its disastrous social and industrial strife, 
its crude fallacies, its personal self-seeking, and its 
opposition to alj forms of mystical faiUi, are making 
tools of the foolish ministers of religion whose long- 
ing for a new heaven on an old earth persuades thein 
to rush to the nearest quack creator. ^ 

The Church and her servants mistake their mission 
and draw aiway from their great purpose in seeking 
any sort of alliance with any sort of poUtical party. 
The work of the Church " militant here on earth " 
lies elsewhere. It is higher and nobler than the work 
of parties and politicians, and any act or word which 
tends to lower ideals in the Church does a real dis- 
service to the cause of religion. To teach people how 
to believe, how to pray, and how to live, to awaken 
conscience, to uplift and console, to give the supreme 
blessings of faith and hope and charity — ^these are 
surely the labours df the Church. We do not mini- 
mise the importance of social work in the great tasks 
awaiting the Church in this direcliion. They do not, 
however, depend for success on the aid given by politi- 
cal labels. " Politics in the pulpit '* has been the 
curse of Nonconformity, and politics in the diocese 
may be equally the curse of the Estalblished Church. 
Of course, the Socialist delusion enters the Church 
by way of the Sermon on the Mount and the teach- 
ings of Christ, But the ideals of comradeship be- 
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tween man and man, of pity and love, of the commu- 
nity of interests are not the exclusive property of 
Socialism, which does them no more than a sham Up 
service, and the idea of making Christian progress by 
alliance with an anti-Christian philosophy is one that 
too much resembles that of Satan rebuking sin. The 
Church should be above and remote from all parties 
and policies, and a certain bias towards conservatism 
— inevitably forced by circumstances perhaps — ^has 
been in the past a weakness of her teachings. Alli- 
ance with SociaUsm spells immeasurable disaster. — 
Daily Express^ January 80, 1918. 
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QUOTATIONS 

Chiefly from the tUierances of Socialist Leaders^ precLching 
doctrines of Atheism^ Class-Hatred, Spoliation, etc. 

ATHEISM 

"We must face and wipe out those two curses, the 
curses of Capitalism and Christianity. Until that is 
done, nothing can be done." — ^Dr. Aveung, the " Free " 
husband of Marx's daughter. 

" Christianity and Socialism stand towards each other 
as fire and water." — ^Bebel. 

" Socialism tends to substitute itself for religion. It 
knows that the absence, or lessening, of belief in God, is 
one of the most powerful factors in its extension." — ^Ferri, 
Socialism and Positive Science, published by the Indepen- 
dent Labour Party. 

" The abolition of religion is a necessary condition for 
the true happiness of the-^people." — ^Marx, VolksblaU, 
No. 281. 

" Christianity is the enemy of liberty and civilization* 
It has kept mankind in slavery and oppression." — ^Bebel, 
Vorwarts, 1901. 

" Christianity is the bitterest foe of the Social Demo- 
cracy." — Social Demokrat, the official organ of German 
Socialism, May 25, 1880. 

** I deny the existence of a Heavenly Father ; I deny 
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the efficacy of prayer ; I deny the providence of God.** — 
R. Blatchford, Socialist Editor of The Clarion^ October, 
1904. 

" If God loves us, as an earthly father loves his children, 
and if God has unlimited power, why does God allow His 
children to suffer or to perish." — ^Blatchfoed, October, 
1907. 

" The idea of God is the keystone of a perverted civi- 
tization, it must be destroyed. The true root of liberty, 
of equality, of culture, is Atheism." — ^Marx. 
. ^^ The sheepish nature of a Christian is shown in his 
resemblance to the Lamb of God." — Marx on " Capital." 
The Child^s Socialist Reader describes Marx' Capital as 
** the Bible of Social Democracy.'' 

" The doctrine of Marx is, in its essential features, the 
received and recognized doctrine oi the great body, not 
only of German, but of French Socialists. It is the basis 
of the teaching of Mr. Hyndman, and some other Socialist 
writers in England, and it has a considerable ahd prob- 
ably a growing body of adherents in nearly every country. 
Marx is described by his followers as * the new Adam 
Smith,' * another and a greater Darwin,' * the author of 
"The Bible of Socialism." '"— Democracy and Liberty, 
Lecky, vol. ii. p. 260. 

" It is not generally known that there are neariy 
5,000 children [now 14,000] in 94 [now 127] schools, who 
are being continually UAd that the Christian religion is a 
myth." . . . ^* An influential Conunittee has been formed 
to counteract these efforts, and it is hoped that Sunday 
schools will be established as near as possible to every 
Socialist Atheistic school in the Eongdom." — ^Lord Meath, 
December 8, 1910. 

" Christianity is the greatest enemy of Socialism. When 
God is expelled from human brains, what is called the 
Divine Grace will at the same time be banished ; and 
when the heaven above appears to be nothing more than 
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an immense falsehood, men will seek to create for them- 
selves a heaven below." — ^Zacher, p. 85. 

"JVi Dieu, ni Maitre.** — The motto of the Blanquists. 

" We dedare ourselves Atheistic. We seek the abolp- 
Hon of all religion and the abolition of marriage.'^ — ^Bakunin. 

" God is dying without posterity. The terrestrial 
despot, the capitalist, will drag down in his fall the celes- 
tial bugbear." — ^Deville. 

" Christianity is Anarchism, not Socialism. There is 
no word in Cnristianity about Socialism." — ^Hyndman, 
January, 1908. 

" It were surely a much better policy ... to candidly 
admit that Socialism ... is incompatible with the 
supematuralism, and with much of the ethics of the old 
religious systems." — ^Bax, Essays on Socialism. 

"We aim, in the domain of politics at Republicanism; 
in the domain of economics, at Socialism; and in the 
domain of what is to-day called religion, at Atheism.^' — 
Bebel. 

MORALITY 

" We (and with us, in this at all events, most Social- 
ists), contend that chastity is unhealthy and unholy. . . . 
If the coming society regards it as right for a man to have 
mistresses as well as a wife, we may be certain that the 
like freedom will be extended to woman." — ^BIarx's 
daughter, the ^^free " wife — The Womun Question^ pp. 18 
and 15. 

** I am in favour of free love. What love are we in 
favour of if we are not in favour of free love ? I do want 
to abolish marriage. We want no marriage bond ; we 
want no bonds at all. We do want free love." — Speech 
of H. QuELCH, Editor of Justice^ the organ of the 
Social Democratic Party. 

" All progress involves the beating of honour and chas- 
tity firom their position. Dvty is a primal curse fix)m 
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which we must redeem ourselves. Unless woman repu- 
diates her womanliness, her duty to her husband, to her 
children, to society, and to every one btU^hersdf, she 
cannot emancipate herself. Therefore woman has to 
repudiate duty altogether." — ^Bernard Shaw, Quintes- 
sence oflbsenism, 

" The reform of the family, in the direction of free lave, 
has a significance, not only for the preservation of animd 
life, but also for the peisonal happiness of individuals.'^ 

— SCHAFFLEi. 

" In a Socialist form of government the sexual rela- 
tion would vary according to the feelings and wants of 
individuals." — ^Karl Pearson. 

^' The gratification of the sexual impulse is as strictly 
the affair of the individual as the gratification of any other 
natural instinct. No one had to give an account of him- 
self or herself, and no third person has a right to inter- 
fere." — ^Bebel. 

^' Communism of goods leads, as a necessary consequence, 
to Communism of wives, children and pa/rents.^^ — ^Lamar- 

TINE. 

" Communism, in fine, can be rendered practicable only 
by a standing defiance of morality and virtue." — ^Pro- 
fessor GoLDwiN Smith. 

" The present marriage laws hinder the Socialist ap- 
proach to the ideal. Because we hold that Socialism will 
ultimately survive as the only tenable moral code, we are 
convinced that our present marriage customs and present 
marital law must alike soon collapse." — Socialism and 
Sex. 

" In the New Moral World the irrational names of 
husband and wife, parent and child, will be heard no 
more. All connection will be the result of affection." — 
Owen. 

" A certain code of morality supposed to exist, and to 
have some relation to that religion, which being the crea- 
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tion of another age has become a sham ; with this sfham, 
moreover, its accompanying morality is also stupid, since 
its aim is the perpetuation of individual property in 
wealth, workman, wife or child. Thus a new develop- 
ment of the family would take place — an association 
terminable at the needs of either party." — ^Morrxs and 
Bax. 

*^ To be moral is to be vulgar ; to be immoral is to he 
cultured.^* — ^Bernard Shaw. 

*^ Socialism annihilates family life. With the aboli- 
tion of private property, marriage in its present form 
must disi^pear. This is part of the programme." — 
Oscar Wilde. 

" Our modem * bourgeois ' property marriage ... is 
to give place to kindly relations between the sexes . . ^ 
under the Socialistic system, contracts between indivi- 
duals would be free and unforced by the community. 
This would apply to the marriage contract as well as 
others, and it would be a matter of simple inclination." — 
Morris and Bax, Manifesto of the Socialistic League. 



HATRED 

" We are accused of preaching the gospel of hate, an4 
stirring up actual conflict. We do preach discontent, 
and we mean, if we can, to stir up actual conflict." — 
Hyndman. 

"We preach the gospel of hatred because, in the cir- 
cumstances, it seems the only righteous tlung we can 
preach. To talk about the gospel of love is simp^ solemn 
rubbish."— Cfcw* War. 

" Although at the beginning of this catechism " 
taught in Socialist Sunday schools " children are taught 
not to hate anybody, the conclusion anybody must arrive 
at is that they are distinctly taught to hate those in better 
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drcumstances than themselves." — Lord Meath, Decem- 
ber 8, 1910. 

" The poor are poor, because they are robbed." 

" Who creates all wealth ? — ^The working dass." 

•* Who creates all poverty ? — Our Capitalist society.*' 

** Can you say how much the landlord takes from the 
wages of father generally for rent ? — Yes, a fourth." 

" That is sheer robbery, is it not ? — ^Yes, but the work- 
ing man cannot help it." 

"What do the coal merchants do in winter? — Raise 
the price of coal to the poor." 

" Do the landlords protest against this wicked robbery T 
— ^No, they are pleased to see them do it." 

** If the masters had their own way, to what level do 
you think they would reduce our father's wages ? — ^To 
the level of the Chinamen's wages." — The Sodalisfs 
Catechism. 

" We should hate Capitalism and Landlordism with a 
deep and deadly hatred, and strive with all our might to 
completely change society into Socialism." — The Child's 
Socialist Reader (which describes Marx's Capital as the 
" Bible of Social Democracy "). 

" Capital is the vampire which will not lose its hold on 
the labourer so long as there is a muscle, a nerve, a drop 
of blood, to be exploited." — ^Marx's Capital. 

SPOLIATION 

" Compensation to landlords, in any shape, is inad- 
missible — the beggar in the street has as much right to it 
as the landowner." — ^Henry George. 

" It is but a slight circumstance of aggravation that 
large tracts of land which Mr. George desires the American 
Government to take without compensation, had not 
long since been sold by that very Government to its 
present owners. This scheme of plunder is by no means 
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originaL It has long been a leading article in the Social- 
ist prograimnes of Germany and France and the Con- 
tinental Socialists, long before Mr. George had clearly 
seen that it could be carried out by the simple process 
of imposing a special tax on land equivalent to iU full 
retd vaiue.'' — Democracy and Liberty^ Lecky, ii, 292. 

'' Mr. George is quite as ready as the German Social- 
ists to plunder the Capitalist . . . and no Continental 
writer ever advocated dishonesty to national creditors 
with a more unblushing cynicism. . • . The writings of 
Mr. George are said to have made much more impression 
in En^and than in his own country, and few things are 
more improbable than that his doctrines should triumph." 
— ^Lecky, ii, 295-298. , 

" Still more significant is the conversion of the . new 
Unionism to the extreme Socii^st doctrines of George 
and Marx. The writings of George sounded the dominant 
note alike of new Unionism and of the Socialist movement 
of to-day." — ^Lecky, ii, 814* 

^^ The increasing absorption of rent and interest by 
taxation is one of the objects the Socialists most desire. 
They propose to make rent and interest pay for their 
own extinction."— HoBHOusE, The Labour Movement. 

^' You have in this country 2,500 landlords who own 
two-thirds of the soiL" (A voice : " Tax them out of 
existence.") " Well I have made a start." — ^Mr. Lloyd 
George, Incitement to Plimder at Queen's Hall. 

^' The land taxes have come to stay, and there is no 
man living . . . who will Uve to see the day when they 
will be repealed. They will live to see the day when the 
principle wiH be extended far wider than it is torday . . . ^ 
The land will be free, and the great monopoly will be 
broken down." — ^Mr. Ure, in support of M^. Lloyd George^ 

An example of the scandalous extent to which tJie 
British landowner is being tawed out of existence has been 
reported by the Scotsman of September 16, 1910, in the 
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case of an action brought to suspend the warrant which 
authorized the levy of a rate of £l 8#. 4d. per £ d rental 
at South mst, but the Judge, Lord Skerrington, found 
that *' no remedy could he applied by law " for this act of 
legalized confiscation." — See Scotsman^ September 16, 1910. 

'* The rates in the parishes of Lochs and Barras have 
since gone up to £l 10*. and £l 18«. 9d. in the £." — ScoU- 
man^ January 28, 1918. 

" The movement for the absorption by taxation of the 
site value of great cities is making enormous strides. . . « 
The accepted method of land nationalization is the taxa- 
tion of rental values. . . . The special rating and taxa- 
tion of urban land values ... is now fully accepted as 
part of the official Liberal programme ; and this fact is 
the more significant of the popular pressure, in that prob- 
ably not one of the present Liberal leaders really desires 
or intends any such confiscatory taxation, though they 
take no trouble to disclaim it." — ^Webb, Socialism in 
England^ p. 58. 

*^ One of the immediate objects of the Socialist wing of 
the Radical Party is to advocate on all occasions the 
absorption of as many great industries as possible by 
the State or the Municipality, with the curious result 
that the very men who are preaching the repudiation of 
debts, and the policy of taxing interest out of existence, 
are the strenuous advocates of enormous naticmal and 
municipal loans. Thus, Mr. Hyndman, who is the leading 
sjHrit in an association that desires the ^ rapid extinction 
of the National Debt by means of repudiationy informed 
the Labour Commission that the State should immensely 
enlarge its functions as an employer of labour . . . 
that the cost of this acquisition would be £1,100,000,000, 
and that he would gladly see the State ^ving this 
turn and nUsing it by State Bonds. He acknowledged 
indeed, that if he had his own way he would take the rail- 
wiBiys for nothing." — ^Lecky, ii, p. 828. 
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^^ Tte great act of ccmfiscation will be the seal of the. 
new ewu" — ^Bax, The Ethics of Socialism. 

'^ Not only in Great Britain but on the Continent, in 
America, in Canada and in Australia, the aim of the 
Socialist movement is confiscation." — The Socialist^ 
April, 1908, 

^^ Socialists therefore regard taxation, not only as a 
means of raising revenue for national purposes, but as 
one of the methods by which the annual wealth wrung 
from the working ccnnmunity by the possession of land and 
coital, may be restored in social benefits to the people 
to whom it should righteously belong." — Socialism and 
the Budget^ Independent Labour Party pamphlet, 1907. 

Mr. Hyndman is not satisfied with ^^ taxing the land- 
owner out of existence," he must have the land handed 
over to the tender mercies of the Socialists. He has 
pointed out that the plunder arising from a confiscation 
of rents, if divided equally, would only yield about lOd, 
per week ; but as this estimate was based on a popula- 
tion of 90,000,000, the yield, under the present popula- 
tion, would be reduced to about 6jd. He says : — 

** I urge that the sjrstem of production woi^d not be 
in the least affected by the confiscation of competition 
rents. The men who attempted to work on the land 
would inevitably fall under the yoke of a Capitalist class, 
just as they do now. . . . The Capitalists, as a class, 
would be the sole gainers by the confiscation of rent, 
and its application to the reduction of taxation or to 
public purposes. . . . Agricultural land, in short, 
whether ^ nationalized ' or not, is just as much capital 
to-day as any factory, and is used as a factory, the wear 
and tear being made good in precisely the same way as 
the wear and tear of machinery and buildings. . • . 
Peasant proprietorship is being put forward as a remedy 
for the ills of this Qountry. On this point, at any rate, 
looking across the Channel, and seeing the condition of 
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the French and other peasant proprietors all over Europe, 
we are thoroughly <rf one mind that no benefit whatever 
can accrue by such an extension of the rights of private 
property." — The Nineteenth Centurffy vol. xvii. 

" If we give them compensation, in the sense of giving 
them an equivalent for what we propose to take from 
them, we should fail in our purpose." — ^'^The Case for 
Soddism," Clarion Press. 

Mr. John Bums, alluding to the well-known story of 
the driver of a sledge in Russia, who being pursued by a 
pack of hungry wolves, threw over everything to divert 
the wolves from their pursuit, says : — 

" The driver is capital — ^the possessors ; the wolves are 
the Socialists ; the road across the Steppes is the path of 
human progress ; the cap, the mantle, the children, and 
the wife, abandoned one by one to the wolves, are the 
concessions made every day by the Capitalists to the 
proletariat — the reforms to which they are compelled 
to assent under pain of being themselves devoured* 
And sooner or later, unless they are careful, their turn 
will come. LiUle by little we shall take aU. As soon as we 
obtain one liberty we shall demand another." — London 
iiuarterly Review. 

VIOLENCE 

" We are prepared to use any means — ^any weapons — 
from the baUot'box to the bomb — ^from organized voting 
to organized revolt — ^&om Parliamentary contests to 
political assassination — ^which opportimity offers ; and 
will help us to the end we have in view. Let it be 
understood we have no scruple as to the means to be 
employed." — ^H. Quelch, Justice, October, 1898. 

When the assassin of the King of Greece was asked by 
the police on his arrest, *' Why he had done this ? " fa^ 
refdied — " I will only answer before the Courts, and don't 
care at all about the consequences of ' my act.' / am a 
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SocUUwL We Socialists utterly disregard the life of 
Kings." — ^Morning Papers, March 20, 1918. 

'^ Chemistry has placed at the disposal of the desperate 
and needy, cheap and powerful explosives. The dyna- 
mite of ideas is accompanied by the d3mamite of force." — 
Hyndman. 

" There is no need to be horrified at the possible use of 
force, or to cry * murder ' at the rightful suppression of 
e^tenoes — at forcible expropriation, and so forth." — 
Bebel (a disciple of Marx). 

^^ The Commimists disdain to conceal their views and 
aims ; they openly declare that their ends can only be 
obtained by a forcible overthrow of all existing social 
conditions." — Manifesto of the Communist Party. 

" In most countries of Europe violence must be the 
lever of our social reform. We must finally have recourse 
to violence in order to establish the rule of labour." — 
Marx. 

*' It is indifferent whether sodal and pcditical ends are 
realized by lawful or lawless means." — ^E. Bei^fobt Bax, 
Ethics of Socialism. 

THE TRUE CHARACTER OF SOCIALISM 

These quotations may fittingly conclude with the 
following extract from ex-President Roosevelt's pro- 
nouncement on Socialism : — 

"Doctrinaire Socialists are not only oppcments of 
private property, but they are also bitterly hostile to 
religion and morality. 

"Wealth is no more criminal than labour. Human 
society could not exbt without both. 

" Socialism is based on the immediate annihilation of 
the personal ownership of capital; in the near fvltwre^ 
annihilation of the family ; and^ ultimately ^ the antiihikk' 
tion of civilization.** 
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WOMEN'S WORK ON MUNITIONS 

From the outset of the war Trade Unions have, by 
strikes and wanton restriction of the output of munitions, 
sacrificed the safety of the nation to their paltry interests, 
and to what they term the ". ultimate rights of labour " ; 
and the Amalgamated Society of Engineers have expressed 
its intention to resist the action of Government for taking 
skilled labour to increase man-power. Skilled labour has, 
in the p^t, proved itself inefficient in munition work : 
it has not done more than a third of an honest day's work 
(the Trade Union limit), arf^ has prevented others from 
doing more. 

In my letter to the Minister of Munitions of March 12, 
1917, I exposed this scandal, and gave ample evidence to 
show that it prevailed throughout the country to ft very 
serious extent in workshops where Trade Union foremen 
were employed ; and I wrote — 

*/ It would appear to me that if all the male slackers 
were cleared out, and an equal niunber of women 
substituted for them, the output would be largely 
increased, without increasing the actual number of 
workers. For certain classes of work munition shops 
should be organized in which women only would be 
employed ; but such women must be adequately pro- 
tected firom insult, intimidation, and ' peaceful * 
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pickling. Such a workshop would probably yield 
double the output that can be obtained under existing 
conditions. It is impossible to exaggerate the serious 
effects of a restriction of output, which has not only 
prolonged the war, greatly increased its cost, and added 
to the heavy burden of taxation, but has been respon- 
sible for the death of thousands of our troops and those 
of our AUies, whose casualties have been mainly due to 
the want of munitions thus wantonly held back. 

" The matter cannot be evaded : vigorous action and 
a firm hand are imperatively needed." 
My contention, that a workshop of women would yield 
double the output of skilled workers, has been amply 
confirmed by the Dilution of Labour Bulletin of December, 
1917, which gives a table of the results of substituting 
women's work for skilled labour, in one of the National 
Shell Factories, producing 9*2-inch shells, Mark IX. H.E. 
The boring of the interior of the shell is done in three 
distinct operations, namely rough-boring the body, rough- 
boring the head, and finish-boring. The work is done on 
Lang boring-lathes ; and the BuUetin, remarking on the 
results shown in this table, adds — 

" It will be seen that, whereas the complete boring of 
the shell required 3*16 machine hours when dene by 
skilled men^ it was accomplished in 3*6 hours by women 
after only one week's practice ; and, within two or 
three months, the women had reduced the time to 1*25 
hours : thus increasing the output to 2| times its 
previous figure." 

It is evident, therefore, that it would be very advan- 
tageous to " comb out " skilled labour, substituting 
women for it. 

Guilford L. Moleswobth. 
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